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POLTERGEIST PHENOMENA AND DISSOCIATION. 
By James H. Hyslop. 


I give here one of the most important cases which it has 
been my good fortune to discover. It comes especially in 
good sequence after the Burton case of hysteria. Readers will 
remember that case as representing physical phenomena, ap- 
parently of an independent kind, occurring much after the 
manner of Eusapia Palladino, but which proved to have been 
_ caused, in most instances, by the young lady herself in a 
trance, this fact exempting her from the accusation of fraud. 
It only needed that we find a case where similar phenomena 
occurred in a normal state to suggest a wide generalization 
of very considerable importance in psychic research. 

The first experiment that came under my observation in 
the following case was some time after it had begun its mani- 
festations and not at the inception of them. My relation to 
it is narrated in the first record. But its history psycho- 
logically is not stated there, and that is brief. 

A few years ago the family were trying some experi- 
ments in the country, for table tipping, and they obtained 
some interesting messages spelled out in the usual way. 
The young boy, however, was sceptical and did not believe 
there was anything in it. When the family tried some ex- 
periments later in their own home it soon appeared that the 
boy was developing physical phenomena himself. They first 
manifested themselves in table tipping and two or three 
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tables were broken to pieces by him. He became convinced 
himself that the phenomena were genuine and was not dis- 
illusioned until we discovered the dissociation in the case 
and felt it necessary to explain to the boy just what hap- 
pened, when he was so disappointed that it required much 
encouraging to get him to resume experiment. He soon 
developed automatic writing and finally the trance, when 
there were some indications of automatic speech and clair- 
voyance. In the meantime crystal gazing was tried and 
proved a success. ‘These types of phenomena are mentioned 
in the detailed record. 

The boy is the son of a clergyman known on both con- 
tinents and has an excellent reputation. No one would sus- 
pect him of devious conduct. He has all the characteristics 
of a refined and model boy, and only the world would suspect 
him because he is a clergyman’s son. In this instance there 
is no reason to suspect or reproach the lad. He was fourteen 
years ot age when the phenomena began and is now a year 
older than that. No record was kept of the earlier experi- 
ments and only when I came on the field were any notes 
made and the present record is the result of them. I have 
given all the details, not because they are evidential nor be- 
cause they are interesting, for they are neither, except where 
there is evidence of the supernormal, but because I do not 
wish any feature of the case to represent merely my opinion 
of it. The chief interest lies in the dissociation discovered 
and in the peculiar evidence of nonsense in the development 
of the case. It is not always that we can get at the inception 
of mediumship and even in this case we have not all the facts. 
But it was discovered in time to note the peculiarly boyish 
nature of the mental action, especially in the trance state, 
tho the automatic writing, done in his normal state, showed 
the same impudence and lack of good manners, neither of 
which are at all characteristic of the boy in his normal life. 

But the important feature of the case was this. The 
boy apparently produced things brought through matter. 
The experiment showed how apparent this was. He was 
also apparently in his normal state. There were no evi- 
dences of atrance. The boy’s eyes were open, he spoke in a 
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normal manner, moved about the house when the light was 
up, or in the darkness just as the rest of us, and observed the 
phenomena exactly as the rest of us did. He wrote auto- 
matically and then read it, or read it at times just after hand 
wrote, but always after the writing, not while it was going 
on. 

But now comes the important fact. The experiments 
show that the boy’s hands or feet, as the emergency required, 
became anzsthesic and that he did things with them that he 
would not normally do. He had, of course, to prepare for 
the performances in some instances. In others he did not 
prepare for them. There was no means of testing him in 
these preparations. But in the conditions described in the 
record we discovered anzsthesia of the hands and feet when 
certain things were done. This showed that the boy was 
unconscious of what he was doing with his hands and feet. 
Fortunately for the phenomena they were done either in 
the dark or when he could not see them occurring. It is 
possible that, if it had been in the light, the optical action 
would have inhibited the phenomena. However that may 
be, the chief interest is that no phenomena occurred in the 
light, except in a few instances where the boy’s eyes did not 
see what was going on. 

I shall not detail here the evidence for the anesthesia. I 
must leave that to readers who are interested. I shall here 
only call attention to its significance. 

In the case of Miss Burton we found phenomena that the 
conjurer and laymen generally described as fraud. All the 
superficial evidence was in favor of this view, and I had to 
meet this explanation of the case wherever I went. All who 
had witnessed her phenomena, except the two physicians, 
Drs. Hamilton and Smyth, came away convinced that it was 
ordinary fraud. But the investigations of Drs. Hamilton 
and Smyth and myself showed that it was a case of hysteria 
in which the action of the young lady was unconscious and 
she could not be accused of fraud. The explanation of the 
phenomena might be what you please, and in most of them 
she was herself the agent, yet the accusation of fraud was 
not legitimate. The problem was one for the psychologist, 
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not the conjurer. This was the great lesson taught by that 
case. Now this lesson is still more forcibly taught by the 
present case. We may well acquit a subject, who is in a 
trance, of fraud, when things are done that we should call 
fraud if done normally. But here is the case of the young 
boy who does the things in his normal state and yet is not 
conscious of it! He too cannot be accused of fraud. 

It is not exactly correct to say that he was in his normal 
state. He was the subject of dissociation and therefore of 
what we may call a partial trance. The trance extended 
over the area of anesthesia. He was normal only in that 
part of the body not affected by anesthesia, and this was the 
main part of the body and the sense of vision and hearing. 
He was to all appearances normal, and in fact was normal 
in vision and hearing. No one not familiar with abnormal 
psychology would have suspected any anesthesia. But the 
tests showed that it was there. The phenomenon was some- 
what analogous to the partial anesthesia of Miss Burton as’ 
described in her case. Readers of that report will recall that 
Miss Burton showed anesthesia all over the body except the 
head above the larynx. Here is the same thing practically 
tho not accompanied by any trance phenomena until a later 
time. Miss Burton, however, was more affected by amnesia 
than the boy. His consciousness was apparently not limited 
by his anesthesia. He simply had no knowledge of what 
was done by his arms and feet. He was apparently normal 
and yet did things which he did not know, just as Miss Bur- 
ton moved her hand to her face and. thought some one else 
was touching her face. ‘The boy was not conscious of what 
he was doing and could have been made conscious only by 
having the phenomena occur in the light and under his own 
vision. Now we cannot impute fraud here. There was the 
dissociation of function, and the anzesthesia hid what was 
going on. 

The importance of this is apparent to any one. We have 
been explaining things by the “ naughty boy ” theory instead 
of learning psychology. More than twenty-five years have 
been spent in merely superficial investigation of such cases and 
amateur psychic researchers or our academic men in medicine 
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and psychology have been content to sneer about “ naughty 
boys ” instead of keeping cool heads and assuming that there 
is something to be learned in abnormal psychology. The 
present case puts an end to that contented indolence and 
indicates that it is time to take the whole subject of psychic 
research out of the hands of the conjurer and of those lay- 
men who defer entirely to that point of view. This position 
must be abandoned and the whole problem and phenomena 
approached from the position of abnormal psychology. The 
conjurer and layman must be turned out of doors. They 
may be called upon for special services, but they are not the 
authorities in such cases. Their methods are sure to defeat 
scientific investigation, even when they can explain the phe- 
nomena in the usual way. The first thing is not the expla- 
nation of the facts, but what the facts are, and conjurers 
are the last people in the world to discover psychological 
facts. Psychic research has been too long under their do- 
minion. ‘They have usurped authority in it and have culti- 
vated public opinion in that direction until no one can ven- 
ture to study a case without bringing down upon his head 
their ridicule for not deferring to their judgments. The fact 
is that they are wholly unqualified for the study of the prob- 
lem, and the Burton and the present case prove this beyond 
question. The importance of the two cases consists in just 
that fact. Psychic research is not going to make proper 
headway until that class is disregarded and the subject put 
into the hands of psychologists. 

This view of the problem is directly in the face of general 
opinion. But I am not in the habit of paying any deference 
to that when I have the means of proving it wrong. I am 
sure that time will prove me correct and I know that the 
student of abnormal psychology recognizes the position and 
will not gainsay it. Such cases as the present are crucial 
ones and perhaps are very rare. They are much more strik- 
ing than trance instances, because they represent the situa- 
tion as so paradoxical that it calls attention to the facts in a 
more striking manner. We may well understand that a man 
can claim unconsciousness and exemption from fraud when 
the subject is in a trance. But to exempt him when he is 
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apparently normal, when the senses of sight and hearing are 
intact, is to challenge opinion at a point that must abash it at 
once. It throws the burden of proof upon the man who 
does not know what psychopathology has proved and enables 
the man who knows its methods to demand an entirely dif- 
ferent method of investigation than that which usually pre- 
vails. Much of the investigation has not been scientific at 
all, but done in the most superficial way. Such cases as that 
of Miss Burton and the present one indicate very clearly 
what is necessary for such work, and laboratory methods are 
absolutely necessary for it. 

Another important lesson in the case is the attitude of 
mind with which such phenomena need to be approached. 
The usual method is to ridicule the phenomena and manifest 
so much contempt for them that it is impossible even to find 
out the existence of dissociation. This attitude of mind al- 
ways assumes to dictate, prior to investigation, how the phe- 
nomena should occur. It is not scientific but dogmatic. 
It has none of the characteristic which Mr. Huxley said was 
essential for the scientific man; namely, that he should ap- 
proach a fact as a little child. It is not that he requires to 
be credulous, but that he needs to be open minded and unin- 
fluenced by intellectual snobbery. The superficial appear- 
ance of the facts is not in their favor to minds that know all 
about the universe a priori: but we have arrived at a point 
where we may return the ridicule on that class and they 
shall have it, thanks to the assured conclusion of such cases. 
We are brought by them to see the need of patience and per- 
severance where the conjurer and layman would pass by on 
the other side. Such cases show beyond a doubt the place 
of the subliminal in the development and manifestation of 
psychic phenomena, and correct the illusions of the public 
as much as they modify the expectations of even scientific 
men. We have been taught by spiritualists and conjurers 
alike to expect a certain type of phenomenon, only one be- 
lieves in them and the other does not. It seems that both 
types of mind are wrong. The supernatural agent may be 
there but the evidence for it is not what the layman sup- 
poses, if there be any evidence for it at all, and whether 
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there be any evidence for the supernormal or not, the study 
of the phenomena is more than worth while. The mysteries 
of the subconscious require investigation as much as the more 
obtrusive phenomena of normal consciousness. Indeed 
pathology will prove to be the salvation of normal psy- 
chology. If perchance we prove the supernormal as a by- 
product and with it the existence of discarnate agents acting, 
occasionally at least, on the living, the outcome will be more 
than the regeneration of psychology. It will put a force into 
philosophy which it has not had since Plato. 

This case would be invaluable without the existence of 
supernormal phenomena, but it becomes doubly so with 
them. With or without them it suggests, as did the Burton 
case, the existence of hysteria and dissociation in hundreds 
of cases that have hitherto had to bear the stigma of fraud, 
and it has been due to the stupidity or indifference of the 
student of abnormal psychology that has allowed the ignor- 
ant public to became saturated with as many illusions 
against the subject as for it. They can be cleared away only 
by having the scientific man treat it seriously instead of with 
ridicule. He, of course, will not do so, owing to intellectual 
snobbery, until the supernormal has been accepted. For- 
tunately we are not without this accompaniment in the pres- 
ent case. It is not plentiful, but it is present. Much more of 
it has occurred since making these records and in the privacy 
of the family circle. Unfortunately no written record of 
them was made. But my own were made at the time. The 
best incident is the cross reference connected with the “ pink 
pajamas ” and the “ black necktie”. These have been com- 
mented on already in the Journal (Vol. VI, p. 321). There 
was an additional incident of some value. Ina trance, while 
writing automatically, the boy wrote “Swift River ” and then, 
after repeating it, drew a mountain, somewhat the shape of 
the Matterhorn,—which Chocorua is,—and wrote the name 
“ Chocorua” on it. Now Swift River rises in Chocorua and 
both were near the summer home of Professor James, the 
home being at the foot of Mt. Chocorua. The boy seems to 
have known nothing of the river at least, and its relation to 
the mountain, and possibly knew nothing of Prof. James’ 
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summer home, tho it might have been mentioned casually in 
his presence without his consciously remembering it. Be- 
sides this I got a circle with a cross in it quite constantly in 
connection with Professor James. I tried to get it completed, 
supposing that it was an attempt at the Greek letter Omega, 
but I never got any farther than the circle and the cross. 
This. of course, was before I had made public the references 
to the letter Omega through Mrs. Smead and Mrs. Cheno- 
weth and before I had told a single person of the fact.* 

There were occasional hints of further supernormal, but 
not distinct enough to make a point of them. It was notice- 
able that the subconscious of the boy was particularly acute 
and alert, ready to pick up any hint you gave and to elaborate 
it. The text is full of this and it was one circumstance that 
evidently gave rise to the trifling often, where the boy was 
subconsciously mixing fun with trifling and an effort to get 


October 8th, 1912. 

*T was told this evening by the father of the boy that, this summer, 
the boy was writing automatically and in connection with the name of 
Professor James the word Omega came. It struck the father as peculiar 
and the boy had not seen anything that would give him previous know- 
ledge of its connection with Professor James. The father did not know 
it, and when I told him the facts he was quite surprised. I had been ex- 
ceedingly careful all last winter, when the circle and cross were being 
drawn by the boy, not to indicate what I wanted in addition. The father 
told me to-night that he thought I wanted some additional characteristics 
in the cross. I wished to preserve the knowledge of the sign from all 
members of the family. The Proceedings went to the office of the father, 
but not to the home. The father had glanced at them, but had not seen 
the mention of the Omega in them. It is,therefore, more than probable 
that the boy had not seen the facts, tho we may suppose that, either in a 
waking trance or a normal state out of curiosity, he might have examined 
the Proceedings and happened upon the sign there, or he might have seen 
allusion to it in the summary of the Report in the papers, the New York 
Times being one that goes to the house. The possibility deprives the in- 
cident of the evidential value which is desirable, but it is not probable 
that he saw allusion to it. 

The boy also got in his writing allusion to a letter written by Pro- 
fessor James, put in a safe, taken out and then returned to the safe again. 
Readers of the Proceedings will note that Professor James made similar 
allusions through Mrs. Chenoweth, but he had no safe and there is no 
evidence that he wrote such a letter and he certainly could not have put 
it in any safe of his own as he had none. Whether the incident repre- 
sents prior knowledge casually obtained by the boy cannot be asserted, 
tho it is possible that it crept out in my own conversations with the fam- 
ily. The subconscious very clearly contributes to the boy’s work and 
sometimes unexpected allusions may emerge in this way. But we have 
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something supernormal. It was evident that rapport was 
very imperfect, while some of the boy’s old dislike for the 
subject still influenced the subconscious. But that is neither 
here nor there in this question. ‘The main point is that, 
despite the existence of apparently deliberate trifling, there 
were some supernormal phenomena which simply showed 
that, whatever fraud you might insist upon, you had to admit 
‘that some of the facts could not be so explained. The con- 
jurer and layman who knows nothing about hysteria and 
dissociation will resist the conception of anything but 
trickery when the facts externally show the same physical 
characteristics as fraud. He cannot, however, persist in this 
when the information cannot so be explained, and hence the 
supernormal assigns limits to the suspicion of dishonest deal- 
ing. The case thus imposes a heavy obligation on the man 
who knows nothing about abnormal psychology and makes 
imperative that charity which all dissociation teaches for the 
whole field of psychic research. In the future no case will 
be adequately investigated which does not take account of 
the possibilities of dissociation and hysteria. The hasty 
judgment of fraud will not be allowed, any more than that of 
spirits, and indeed, as remarked in a reply to a letter of Mr. 
Carrington (Journal Vol. V, p. 489), where hysteria and dis- 
sociation are concerned, it is as hard to prove the existence 
of fraud as it is to prove that of discarnate spirits, because in 
both you are proving the existence of a certain state of mind 
apart from its usual physical accompaniments. Fraud has 
no meaning except as a state of mind, the intent to deceive, 
and in hysteria as in dreams you cannot use the act as an 
assured proof of the intent. The subject is too likely to be 
deceived himself as to the situation. 

I shall not discuss here what takes place in such cases. 
It will require much more investigation to assign a probable 
cause in instances that do not afford any direct evidence of 
foreign invasion. But when we find this foreign invasion in 
the evidential incidents we are justified in suspecting that 
it may often be connected with the non-evidential. Assum- 
ing this, we should have an explanation of the case as a 
whole, tho making large allowances for the intrusion of the 
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subconscious into the result. Indeed, we should treat the 
subconscious as the vehicle for the expression of this foreign 
agency or the territory which it invades, the subconscious 
unavoidably coloring the influence. We cannot draw the 
line assuredly where that begins and ends except for the su- 
pernormal phenomena, but we may try, as in the De Camp 
case (Journal Vol. VI, pp. 181-265), to test the probabilities 
of phenomena which superficially appear to be subliminal, 
by experimenting with psychics and by finding whether the 
non-evidential phenomena are there accepted as having an- 
other than a subjective source. We found in the case of 
Miss De Camp that Frank R. Stockton, deceased, who pur- 
ported to be writing stories through her, accepted their 
authenticity and thus what had to be treated as subliminal 
production obtained recognition for other possibilities. 

This experiment I also performed with the boy. But, 
before doing so, I received through Mrs. Chenoweth direct 
reference to my experiments with him without hinting to her 
either in her normal state or in her trance what I was doing. 
I got good evidence of cross reference of a certain kind in 
this way. The control described the character of the phe- 
nomena going on with the boy. I then arranged to have the 
boy take some sittings with Mrs. Chenoweth, preserving his 
incognito and my own silence as to the case, and again dis- 
tinctly supernormal information was conveyed regarding his 
phenomena and other events that had happened in the life of 
the family. What had to be treated as subconscious on its 
own recognizance was acknowledged as being influence from 
the transcendental side, so that the case becomes as interest- 
ing as that of Miss De Camp in that respect. The record 
of what occurred in those sittings will be published at some 
later time. It suffices here merely to remark the nature of 
the experiment and the result. 

But the important lesson is for the study of such phenom- 
ena by the student of psychology and not by the conjurer, 
who has sedulously saturated the public mind with illusions 
as to the real nature of the phenomena in such cases. In the 
case of professional frauds his service and knowledge have 
been inestimable, but he too readily fell into the habit of 
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studying cases superficially and from the mere occurrence 
of the physical side of the phenomena, and neglecting the 
mental. What we contend for here is that all ordinary cases 
are not completely understood until the mental side has been 
investigated and the nature of the state of mind determined 
in them. The possibility of dissociation opens the way to 
some different correlation between the mental and physical 
than that which characterizes normal life, and it will be im- 
perative in the future to take account of the fact. The pres- 
ent case, as well as that of Miss Burton, prepares the way to 
a different classification of phenomena and a different method 
of determining that classification from the methods em- 
ployed by the conjurer. If it accomplishes nothing more it 
will have done excellent service in psychic research. 

I publish the detailed record here with all its tedious and 
non-evidential material because that is the only scientific 
way to deal with such phenomena, especially when we are 
investigating incipient mediumship. It is, in fact, both the 
most interesting and the most important feature of this case 
that the phenomena were of rapid development and went 
through the stages of subliminal intrusion, that make it of 
transcendent importance that we should study that aspect 
of such cases as carefully as we would supernormal incidents. 
It is not scientific just to pick out evidence of the supernormal 
in such phenomena and neglect the borderland phenomena 
which manifest both the limitations of the supernormal and 
the obstacles to its occurrence. The physical phenomena 
did not even superficially indicate the presence of subcon- 
scious action. ‘The automatic writing did manifest indica- 
tions of this, perhaps from the start. But its peculiarly 
chaotic and mosaic character became more manifest as the 
development of the supernormal went on. This we could 
not prove without the detailed record, and at preseiit there 
is nothing more mandatory on the psychic researcher than 
the investigation of the conditions affecting the origin and 
evolution of mediumistic capacities. There will be no ap- 
preciation whatever of the scientific aspects of the problem 
until that is done. There is no excuse, therefore, for the 
omission of data that do not perplex the believer in natural 
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phenomena. ‘The subconscious is both the vehicle and the 
obstacle to the transmission of supernormal knowledge and 
we shall not understand the fact until we record its phe- 
nomena as faithfully as we do miracles. ‘The man who will 
not study this aspect of the phenomena is not entitled to 
serious consideration in the problem. It is the habit of many 
psychic researchers to regard subliminal intrusion as unim- 
portant and to be neglected as a well understood fact. Noth- 
ing is farther from the truth. So far from being understood, 
it is a mundum ignorantiae and the supernormal will never be 
understood until it is seen in the light of the subconscious 
medium which distorts or prevents its passage. For that 
reason the record of the boy’s development is more important 
than its supernormal incidents. Rarely have we been able 
to catch this growth at the start. Indeed we have not as 
perfect a record of the case in this respect as is desirable. 
On the one hand the earliest data were not recorded, and 
much in my own experiments came so rapidly that it was im- 
possible to note all the facts. But what I obtained represents 
the whole very fairly and includes much twaddle and 
rambling dreamerie which will be a future help in studying 
the educational processes in the development of mediums. 
The facts which I wish most to emphasize, however, are 
those in which the boy gave evidence of an abnormal condi- 
tion where, superficially, he seemed to be perfectly normal. 
He took part in the experiments along with the rest of us and 
was really or apparently as much interested as an observer 
as we were. Readers must remember that only the auto- 
matic writing took place in the light. The physical phe- 
nomena required darkness. This naturally aroused sus- 
picion, or would arouse it with ordinary observers acquainted 
with the history of these phenomena. Under these condi- 
tions the boy was the same kind of a spectator as the rest of 
us. He seemed to be perfectly normal and only our know- 
ledge of his relation to the table tipping and the automatic 
writing gave us any clue to his being any more connected 
with the incidents than ourselves. He was even the center 
of the “ tricks ” played when he was himself injured or struck 
by objects. He showed an apparently normal interest in 
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them. In the light he was apparently quite as normal as 
any of the others present, so that any suspicion of his part in 
them, without assuming him to be abnormal, meant that he 
was simply Mr. Podmore’s “naughty boy”. No other 
supposition but the genuineness of the phenomena could be 
made from the standpoint of the layman, and only the pos- 
sibility of hysteria could offer an escape from either of these 
views. In other words, the boy presented all the appear- 
ances of a normal person and yet the phenomena were such 
as to prove that he was in some way connected with them 
while apparently innocent of trickery. It was the proof of 
anesthesia that altered the whole case. ‘This opened up the 
way to explain both the apparent normality of the boy and 
the physical part which he took in the phenomena without 
knowing it. In this respect he was exactly like the Burton 
case (Proceedings Vol. V). She exhibited zonal anzsthesias, 
and, as we showed, was sometimes anesthesic all over the 
body except above the larynx, this condition enabling her to 
be a normal observer and to have normal sensory action 
on the face. Apparently this was the case with this boy. 
I did not test him for the line which defined the limits of this 
anesthesia as I was not interested in determining that ac- 
curately. It was enough to find its invasion of the hands 
and legs and its absence from vision to explain the situation. 
But with his eyes normal and with perfect control of the 
motor system’ he was able to appear perfectly normal and 
wherever his vision was concerned his memory was normal. 
It was only in the anzsthesic area that his memory was 
absent. Vision kept him adjusted to normal physical con- 
ditions and we discovered the abnormal only within the area 
of motor actions connected with his anesthesia. When he 
went into the trance the anzsthesic area became universal 
and all the phenomena were expressions of mal-adjustment. 
But the most striking phenomena in this connection were 
those in which the boy actually prepared beforehand for the 
“tricks” which were afterward performed without his nor- 
mally knowing it. Take the incidents of the matches put 
above the door, and the rhinoceros tooth. There was in- 
direct evidence in other instances that this preparation was 
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made. But the rhinoceros tooth was the best incident. The 
family had expressed the desire to have some object brought 
into the house from the outside as a more conclusive proof 
of apports. No hint was given of what the object should 
be. Hence the appearance in the house of the rhinoceros 
tooth, when the father had it in his office some blocks away 
and had left the office locked up at ten minutes after two that 
day, was at least superficially very striking. The boy’s 
spontaneous statement that he had been at the place during 
the day to deliver a letter but without memory of having 
gone into his father’s office showed that he had probably 
gone into a waking trance and taken the tooth with him and 
put it on the library shelf without knowing it. This sort of 
waking trance I have seen in numerous instances and alienists 
are well acquainted with it. Here the boy in an apparently 
perfectly normal condition makes preparations for what is 
subsequently either to be done in a similar trance or con- 
fessed in the automatic writing, as was done in this instance. 
He has been known when I was present to get up from the 
table before the rest of us and evidently prepare for the per- 
formance and know nothing of it, to reveal the facts either in 
a totally unconscious trance or by the automatic writing. 

The importance of all this is that even psychic research- 
ers have not always equipped themselves for the complica- 
tions of their problem. They have rushed into the issue with 
the conjurer’s standards of judgment and cried fraud where 
it has evidently not existed at all, but where we have all sorts 
of dissociation and complications. If instead of talking so 
glibly about fraud and considering that reference to the sub- 
conscious and secondary personality terminated all reason 
for investigation, they had recognized that it simply began 
here, they might have found what very little experience with 
mediums shows: namely, that there are no fixed conditions 
for the invasion of foreign influences and that the psycho- 
logical approach to the problem through abnormal phe- 
nomena was the first condition of any intelligent view of it. 
When psychic phenomena are concerned we cannot assume 
that the criteria of ordinary life apply and the case of the boy 
in hand is definite proof of this and does more than even the 
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Burton case to throw the conjurer, his standards, and his 
methods out of court. There is no progress in this subject 
short of his banishment. No superficial investigation of such 
cases will suffice. 


DETAILED RECORD. 
November 20th, 1911. 

I called at the home of Rev. Dr. X. this afternoon, in 
response to an invitation by himself to talk over some mat- 
ters. In the course of accounts about recent happenings in 
his own family he resolved to try an experiment in auto- 
matic writing by his young son who has recently developed 
it, in spite of sceptical distrust of all such things at first. 
There were the usual questions and answers which I could 
not record, as I usually do, for lack of the means to do so. 
But at one stage of it William James purported to be present 
and referred to “ those letters ” saying that they were locked 
up, when I encouraged the giving of something special that 
I wanted. But I did not get any hint of what I desired. 

A little later G. P. was referred to, the reference being 
made in response to a query what “ Bellyache ”’, the control, 
was doing when Professor James was trying to communicate. 
He said he had gone to get G. P. Dr. X. asked him to come, 
and the control who had returned after James left said that 
G. P. refused to come. I saw at a glance that there was rea- 
son for it and so said, and the matter was not pushed. 

At the end the hand wrote directing us to look behind 
the door of the back stairway. We went and did so and 
found there three razor blades from the Gillette razor. Dr. 
X. at once went to the box in which he kept them, and it was 
empty. He stated that he had shaved in the morning and 
had examined and found that there were only three in it. 
Here it was empty. I was holding the blades, so that they 
could not have been taken out then, I having taken them 
from the boy when he picked them up. I had followed the 
boy out and saw that he did not get the blades from the box 
at that time. There was nothing to hinder his having done 
so during the day and then writing as he did. So the case is 
by no means conclusive for a supernormal phenomenon. 
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There were present Mrs. X. and another clergyman, rela- 
tive of the gentleman who invited me, and the young daugh- 
ter. There was no work of an accomplice at the time. The 
only supposition that will apply is that the razor blades had 
been placed there before by some one prepared for the ex- 
periment which might take place, tho this was not prear- 
ranged with me before my arrival. I believe Mrs. X. was out 
of the room awhile, but returned and was present at the end. 


No one would suspect her capable of consciously playing 
tricks. 


November 21st, 1911. 

I was invited yesterday afternoon to take dinner with 
Dr. X. and family and after it to witness some physical phe- 
nomena which had recently been occurring in the family, in 
connection also with the automatic writing of the young son, 
some of the latter of which I have described in the brief ac- 
count of what I witnessed yesterday afternoon. 

The first thing after dinner we went into the library, closed 
the door and turned out the lights, to try table tipping and 
levitation. Dr. X. had provided a small bamboo table in the 
afternoon for the purpose. It was to take the place of two 
other more or less similar tables which had been smashed to 
pieces in their own experiments. I examined the table and 
found it reasonably strong, but of course breakable under 
violent experiments. There were in the room Dr. and Mrs. 
X., Rev. S. and the three children of Dr. X., the boy being 
about fourteen years and the other two younger. We all sat 
down about the table and held our fingers lightly on the top 
of it—or all I can personally vouch for is that my own fingers 
were so held, and the statements of the others were to the 
same effect. Soon the table tipped and did so in response to 
questions, a rapid fire of which was made by Dr. X. to have 
the table lifted off the floor, and expressing a desire that it 
should not be so violent as to hurt any one or break the table. 
It was impossible to take notes of the questions, even if I had 
not been a sharer in holding hands on the table. After it 
tipped a number of times it began to attack the boy at my 
right rather violently. and his mother beside him. We had 
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to seize it and prevent it from doing so. This was done a 
second time and I was the victim of the attack as well as the 
boy, and we again prevented violence. 

We then stood up and holding our hands, or rather, fin- 
gers lightly on the table, asked it to levitate. Soon it did so, 
jumping up and falling down abruptly on the floor. On re- 
quest this was repeated several times and two or three times 
it must have risen two feet from the floor, going down witha 
bang. ‘Twice its foot fell on the feet of those at my right, 
Mrs. X. being the victim once, and I think the boy once. Of 
this latter I am not certain now, it may have been Mrs. X. 
The table rose straight in the air in a manner that was im- 
possible on the supposition that a foot had been placed under 
one of its feet, unless we suppose it was simultaneously held 
with a hand. Besides no one could have done it with a foot 
when it rose two feet without betraying the act. It is, of 
course, not necessary to suppose it done with a foot. Hand 
action would be simpler and undetectable in comparison. 
On that point I could secure no evidence. 

There was some light in the room from a slumbering fire- 
place fire, and from the street through the window curtains. 
But it was not sufficient for me to see the hands on the table. 
Once the table signified by tipping out the letters “ Li” its 
desire to have more light shut out and the dark curtain in the 
window next to us had to be pulled down. I was.told that 
always as soon as the intended word is guessed the table will 
not tip out the rest of it. I let the table slip under my finger 
several times to prove that there was no unconscious muscu- 
lar action on my own part. The most striking incident was 
the levitation of the table about two feet from the floor. That 
was certainly not done with the feet and the whole question 
of its relation to the hands of any of us depends entirely upon 
the honesty of the parties present and their freedom from 
hysterical phenomena, meaning by this unconscious muscular 
action. There were no trances connected with the phenom- 
ena and all the evidence was for normal conditions of con- 
sciousness, but there might have been zonal anzsthesias, as 
in the Burton case, and under the circumstances this could 
not be detected. Its existence would enable hand action to 
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take place without detection on the part of the subject and 
without any right to impeach him or her for dishonesty. 

The automatic writing before these experiments had told 
us that the table tipping and levitation would not be done for 
more than five minutes and at the end of that period we in 
vain sought to continue it. From the later statements 
through the automatic writing (when I insisted that enough 
had been done and that the energy must be exhausted), that 
they had just begun, it is possible to conceive that the table 
action would have become very violent if we had continued 
it, and this without regard to any question of explanation. : 
My own observations have uniformly been, in both mental 
and physical phenomena that, at least up to a certain point, 
the manifestations increase in power from the beginning and 
we may suppose on any theory here that the table tipping 
was stopped to prevent a climax of this kind. 

We then ceased table tipping and tried for the translation 
of objects; that is, for the movement of them without con- 
tact, leaving this matter wholly to the spontaneous choice of 
the agents. ‘The same parties were in the room. ‘The doors 
were closed, there being but one set of doors into the room. 
A light was in the hall outside and I sat where I could see the 
light shining under it and lighting the carpet some six or 
eight inches. I kept close watch on this light all evening to 
see that it was there. The door could not have been opened 
without admitting a bright light into the room and it was 
never opened, except for some one to go out a few times for 
making certain observations and fixing some things with the 
hope that we should get test results. We locked a number of 
things in a bureau drawer in another room and some in a 
drawer in the table in the library, I holding the key of the 
latter all evening. 

Some one stood near the button of the electric light, this 
not being always the same person, to turn on the light when 
we heard anything fall. Sometimes it was the boy, some- 
times Mrs. X. and sometimes Mr. S., but always the light was 
turned out when we wanted anything done, as it is claimed 
that nothing can be done in the light. This may be true 
enough on any theory. 
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While we sat in the darkness for a few moments, perhaps 
a minute, we heard something fall and when the light was 
turned on we found, about six feet from myself and the same 
distance from the door, the thick glass cover of a picture and 
near it the picture and its brass holder. Dr. X. said it was a 
picture from his own room across the hall. The door had not 
been opened. A heavy paper weight was the second, from 
upstairs. It was brass and weighed perhaps a pound. 

The doctor, Mr. S. and myself went out to see that some 
things were locked in a bureau drawer. When we were 
nearly ready to return we were called to see what had hap- 
pened: a small dish had fallen off the edge of the mantel- 
piece, the dish being from a room upstairs and not belonging 
to this room at all. It was broken into fragments. 

Doors were closed again and the lights turned out. Ina 
few moments something fell, sounding like two objects. Up 
went the lights and within a few feet of each other were two 
pairs of scissors which belonged in another room. The next 
were a nail cleaner and the boy’s knife, both from rooms up- 
stairs. Then a drinking-cup struck the boy on the head and 
seemed to have hurt him. Next a skate key from upstairs. 
Then a dozen marbles from rooms two flights up. A pipe- 
stem was thrown across the room from a table in the corner. 
Then a fountain pen from the library table where we were. 
A piece of cocoa cake was found under the chair on which I 
sat and came from the box on the library table on which I 
rested my paper in making my notes of the occurrences. 
Two more skate keys came following each other in separate 
experiments. Then came a paper cutter which could not be 
found in the afternoon and which Dr. X. had wished to re- 
move fearing that it might be used to the injury of some one. 
It fell some ten or twelve feet from the table and near the 
boy. 

In the next experiment the boy was at the light and sud- 
denly exclaimed that he was cut. The light was turned up 
and his right thumb was bleeding at the root of the nail and 
the chair on which he was sitting was found to have a neat 
slit in the leather covering. I had myself noticed earlier in 
the evening that this covering was perfectly intact. The au- 
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tomatic writing said the cuts were made with “an invisible 
arrow”. We could find nothing in the room. The cut in 
the leather was a very smooth one and about two inches long. 
The under covering was wholly unharmed and no search re- 
vealed a cause for it or the object with which it was done. 

We went out of the room for some purpose and Dr. X. 
saw that his razor box was in its place in the toilet room. We 
returned and in a few minutes something fell on the floor. 
Turning up the lights we found this box with ten blades in it 
wrapped in paper, as they came from the store. The lid had 
not been removed from the box. Only about three minutes 
before he had seen this box and saw that it was safe in the 
toilet-room across the hall and off his own bedroom. 

The next was throwing Flournoy’s recent book from the 
library table against the boy’s head and tearing the picture 
out of it. Then the large library scissors or shears were 
thrown against and lodged on the corner of a book sheli. 
These shears were the pair we tried to find earlier in the 
evening. The automatic writing had been asked to tell where 
they were and replied that they were “in his power”, and 
then in a moment said he was fooling and that he did not 
know. After the act the same writing said that the paper 
cutter and shears had been concealed in the register. We 
had no evidence of this. 

Then a large brass paper blotter was thrown from the 
library table and lodged on the edge of the table in the other 
corner of the room. The next was a crash of some glass and 
we found the heavy glass bulb of the electric light and the 
Edison incandescent light broken all to pieces and a stone like 
some Indian knife on the floor. One of the children recog- 
nized it as a stone the youngest child used as a plaything and 
the automatic writing said it was from some distant time and 
place but found by the child in the park. At any rate it was 
this stone that evidently broke the glass. 

Then while the boy was standing by the table drawer he 
exclaimed that it was coming out toward him and he sprang 
back some three feet from it and it went back to its place. I 
got up to see it. The boy was between me and the windows 
through which light enough came for me to see him standing 
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fully three feet from the drawer, but I could not see the 
drawer move. I nevertheless heard it move. 

Next a key from a dish on the table was thrown and then 
the hair of the boy pulled. Then we tried raps and many of 
them occurred. Some were simultaneous with noises that 
could be produced by rubbing the fingers on the leather cov- 
ering of the chair on which the boy sat. There were some 
raps that appeared to be further off. But I went around to 
the boy to listen and for a time held both his hands. The 
noises on the chair continued, but might have been explained 
by movements of his legs. I had him stand and the noises 
did not occur. I had him sit again and the noises were re- 
peated. He held his hands high in the air and the noises 
continued. Then as he held his hands in the air—I could 
see them all the while—the chair under him began to move 
and I asked him to throw his legs on the arms which he did, 
I holding my hands on the back of the chair. The chair 
moved slightly under these conditions and I suddenly called 
for the light. They were a little too slow in turning it up, 
and when turned up it revealed the boy’s legs on the arms of 
the chair. There was time enough to have put them up after 
I called for the light. But I had not discovered any signs of 
muscular movement of his body. This, however, I was not 
well situated to discover if it occurred. But it was unfortu- 
nate that the light was not promptly turned up to protect the 
boy against suspicion. 

We then tried table tipping again, but it would not move 
and we went to the automatic writing to see why. The writ- 
ing gave no explanation, but stated that if we turned out the 
lights it would give us a theatre party. We did so and soon 
a piece of candy fell in the lap and chair of Dr. X. It wasa 
piece of candy that belonged upstairs in the room of one of 
the children. The candy which was locked in the table 
drawer in the library was not touched. Then the stone was 
thrown again from the library table across the room, and 
thena pen. We then stopped that sort of thing and tried the 
experiment of raising the library table by holding our hands 
on it lightly. It weighed, according to Dr. X., as much as 
four hundred pounds. It only trembled after a long trial. I 
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found the first indications of trembling apparent to me were 
due to my pulse beat, but it became distinct enough. When 
we found that it was apparently to be a failure I suggested 
that the energy was exhausted, having given the same reason 
for the other phenomena dwindling, and automatic writing 
was resorted to and the control said that the power was not 
exhausted and that he had only begun. When interrogated 
why the table would not move he wrote it was due to the 
presence of a stranger, evidently indicating me, as I had ear- 
lier expressed this idea as a possible hindrance to the occur- 
rence of anything. I then left the room at the request of the 
control, through writing, and waited for the movement of the 
table. Report made it that the table had trembled and moved 
and I came in and it was continued. Finally, I being some 
six or eight feet distant, the table audibly trembled and then 
rose possibly some inches and fell on the floor. The experi- 
ments then ceased. 

I venture on no assured explanation of the facts. They 
are, of course, inadequate proof of telekinesis or apports 
through solid matter. The first difficulty is in the fact of 
darkness and the inability to see any object start, or to be 
absolutely and sensibly assured that no hand raised the table. 
No one would question the normal honesty of the mature per- 
sons present. Rev. S. was wholly a disbeliever until he wit- 
nessed the phenomena a day or two before. The two younger 
girls and the mother were out of the room when a few of the 
apports came, so they are not to be suspected or accused. 
The father, the boy, Mr. S. and I are the parties to be inves- 
tigated. Now the following are facts to be considered in es- 
timating the scientific value of the phenomena. 

1. There was no object brought into that room which 
might not have been previously concealed in the pockets of 


one or more of the persons present. 


2. This would not naturally be suspected of either of the 


men or Mrs. X. present, whatever we might suspect of the 
children. 


3. My denial of having gotten objects which did not be- 
long to me and did belong to the inmates of the house will be 
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worth just as much as my word and that may be small or 
great, as people wish to believe. 

4. The absence of the mother and the girls in connection 
with some of the phenomena relieves them of responsibility 
and the boy remains as the person to suspect, and the father 
vouches for his entire integrity. He was at least apparently 
an entire sceptic of such things when they occurred, until au- 
tomatic writing convinced him that he had to yield, unless 
we assume that this was a part of a trick. 

5. A large number of the apports were closely connected 
with the boy, a number of them striking him, and we should 
have to assume that he took this means of concealing his own 
part in the result. 

The objections to suspecting or accusing the boy are his 
perfectly apparent honesty and actions when he was struck, 
tho we cannot say that they were not or could not be simu- 
lated. But he would have to be exceptionally shrewd and 
foresighted to break articles and to cut himself, as these were 
done, just to throw suspicion off himself. His whole conduct 
seemed natural and unassuming. If fraud be charged against 
him, it was very clever. 

But let us assume that he was perfectly honest and ex- 
empt, there are possibilities in the case that we must reckon 
with. The boy is mediumistic as the automatic writing 
shows and it shows it in ways that an observer would easily 
see, tho having to meet the objection that he was simulating. 
Both contents and form make this at least apparent. Grant, 
then, his honesty and exemption from suspicion. Being me- 
diumistic he may have moments when he is partially anzs- 
thesic and in a waking trance, taking and concealing articles 
about himself and the room and throwing them at the proper 
times and places, going into these conditions and not being 
aware of what he is doing, being apparently perfectly normal. 
There was no opportunity for investigating this hypothesis 
and it would not be an easy thing to do so. But it is the al- 
ternative to the hypothesis of conscious fraud and it suggests 
possible resemblances to the Burton case. 
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November 29th, 1911. 

I was present last night again with Dr. X.’s family, Mr. S. 
not being present, and some of the experiments were re- 
peated. There were present Dr. X., Mrs. X., the son, and 
two daughters. The first experiment was at table tipping 
and levitation. It occasionally tipped answers to questions 
indicating whether we should do certain things or not. The 
primary object was to get levitation and, if possible, levitation 
without contact. There was sufficient light in the room for 
me to see the top of the table, but as the top itself was light 
in color I could not see the hands placed on it. I seldom 
held my hand on it, as apparently I was a deterrent, no mat- 
ter what explanation be adopted. The table was lifted sev- 
eral times and even to a height of three feet. The claim was 
that the hands of the persons present were held lightly on 
the top of the table. There could be no assurance that the 
hands of one or more of them may not unconsciously have 
assumed a position necessary to do the act. But some phe- 
nomena occurred that were inconsistent with any such ac- 
tion, apparently. The table at times acted so violently and 
with so much power that none of the children could have 
normally controlled its movements. It was the same light 
table we had used on the former occasion. It once struck 
Dr. X. on the shin and almost disabled him. Several times 
it made a dash or thrust at the boy and was prevented with 
difficulty. On one of these occasions I had hold of the table 
and could measure its power. It required much of my power 
to prevent it from striking me once, which it tried to do. 

We tried for the same phenomena in the light, a not very 
bright light, but sufficient to see hands and feet, but nothing 
occurred. We tried when all stood some distance from the 
table, and nothing occurred. No evidence one way or the 
other was found and the explanation of what occurred will 
have to be conjectured from the nature of later incidents. 

Before dinner I was told that the control of the boy in 
automatic writing had told them that he would not do any- 
thing if I were present, as I was a man who would give pub- 
licity to the facts and that, if I succeeded in proving to people 
that spirits could do all this, the power and control over spir- 
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its would come into the hands of the living. In other words, 
that the spirits would lose their power. This had been writ- 
ten in the afternoon. It was tried again in my presence and 
the same idea was repeated. I endeavored to correct this 
impression and encouraged the control to do things for us 
as before. But he insisted that I should not be in the room. 
However, when we came to work his demands were not in- 
sisted on and he voluntarily offered to do various things. 
This began with the table phenomena which I have described. 

We then tried for apports. The boy’s pockets were emp- 
tied of all their contents except some peanuts, and there were 
no such articles in them as were thrown about the room on 
the previous occasion. We sat some time, and the control 
was asked to bring certain articles from the house of a friend 
and also from the church. The only thing that occurred at 
the time was the falling to the floor of the pencil which the 
boy had used in the automatic writing. The boy himself 
thought it had rolled off the table. This is possible, tho the 
boy sat near enough to reach it, but as he sat between me and 
the window so that I could see him and was watching him all 
the time, I am inclined to think that his theory of it is cor- 
rect. 

We then sat again, the lights out as before, to get apports. 
We sat a long time and nothing occurred. We resorted to 
automatic writing and this first told us that something had 
been done. We had heard nothing and asked what it was. 
The writing said that a rhinoceros tooth had been brought 
from the church. This at once aroused the interest of Dr. X. 
so that I at once saw the possibilities, and the control was 
asked to tell where it was. He wrote that it was behind the 
bookshelf where the boy had been, referring to the place he 
had been when we tried table levitation and some other phe- 
nomena. We turned up the lights and in a moment saw the 
rhinoceros tooth in an open space between two books. Dr. 
X. said that he had left this on his table locked in his room 
at the church when he left it at ten minutes after two. But 
the boy spoke up spontaneously to say that he had been at 
the church in the afternoon and spontaneously remarked that 
he could not recall whether he had been in his father’s room 
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or not. He told the story of his going there. His mother 
had given him a letter to take to Mrs. C. addressed to the 
house of the C.’s, and the boy knowing that Mr. C. would be 
at the church went there, thinking until he got there that the 
letter was for him. While he could remember all this and 
where he gave the letter to Mr. C. he could not recollect go- 
ing into his father’s room there. Subsequent events show 
how he might have done this without knowing the fact. 

I had suspected last week that I would find anesthesia in 
the boy connected with his own participation in the phe- 
nomena, and I wanted to test it on this occasion. I told no 
one of my desire, but immediately after this incident just de- 
scribed we resorted to automatic writing and I went around 
to the boy and before the writing began I asked him to close 
his eyes. He did so and spontaneously turned his head to 
one side, so that he could not have seen me do what I did if 
his eyes had been open. I placed my fingers on his hand as 
it began to move and it would only scrawl, which it did for 
some time. I pressed it heavily and then pushed my finger 
nails hard into the flesh. No writing of an intelligible sort 
occurred, but scrawls did occur. I removed my hand and 
then questioned the boy (who was surprised to find no writ- 
ing when he looked at the paper), dexterously putting my 
question to avoid suggestion of what I had done. He had 
felt nothing. I then repeated the experiment and while his 
eyes were closed and head turned away as before I put my 
fingers again on his hand and asked him if he felt anything 
and he said he did not. I then removed my fingers and 
asked: ‘“‘ Now do you feel anything”, and he said that he 
did not. I repeated the question with still more emphasis on 
the “ Now” to imply that I was touching him and he felt 
nothing. I then pressed the hand hard and he felt nothing. 
I repeated the same process of removing and putting my 
fingers on the hand and found that he had no sensation in any 
case. I then pinched his hand hard about two inches from 
the knuckle of the first finger and near the root of the thumb. 
He remarked that he felt a very slight sensation and located 
it at the root of the knuckle of the third finger, two and a 
half inches from where I was actually pinching it. 
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I was then directed to leave the room. I did so. While 
absent the telephone receiver was removed and struck the 
boy’s head and pulled the stand to the floor. The boy sat in 
a chair about three feet from it. Whether he got up in the 
dark and did it, is not determinable, but he might have done 
so and not known it himself, judging from these sudden in- 
vasions of anesthesia. 

In his automatic writing I noticed that he could never 
begin it at once on putting the pencil to the paper, unless 
some little expectation of doing it had previously occurred to 
him. Usually there was a little pause before the pencil be- 
gan to move. The fact coincided with the pause and prepa- 
ration which was associated with the automatic writing of 
Dan in the case of Miss Burton, if he were suddenly asked to 
do it. 

We then tried raps on the chair on which the boy sat. 
There occurred rather loud ones and at times two different 
types of them, as if conversation had been carried on between 
the raps. Finally the name James was spelled out in raps, 
the boy rapping until he came to the letters of the name. 
Dr. X. asked Prof. James to spell out the name of the man 
who had influenced both of them, and first Balzac was spelled 
out, and then Goethe, both wrong, and then Fechner which was 
correct. But prior to this a remark had been made that the 
man was a teacher, and on the previous evening in the boy’s 
presence Fechner had been mentioned as a man in whom the 
father had been interested, who had been his teacher. But 
the boy, who did not know the Christian names of Fechner, 
could not give them. Then I questioned the communicator, 
asking first if he had ever communicated with me. Answer 
affirmative. In Boston? Affirmative. Elsewhere? Af- 
firmative. Near —————? Negative. North? Negative. 
West? Negative. South? Affirmative. All these replies 
were correct. I tried for the sign between us but the signifi- 
cant answers were wrong. 

Soon afterward the boy remarked that the chair on which 
he sat was lifted from the floor and we heard it fall to the 
floor again. Soon, however, the boy discovered that it was 
tipped and this was probably what had occurred when he 
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thought it lifted. Finally raps with the feet of the chair oc- 
curred and then it was again apparently lifted as before. The 
boy then put his feet up on the arms and the chair trembled 
but could not lift. I could see both feet in the air, as suf- 
ficient light came from under the door beyond him, he being 
between the door and me, to enable me to see his feet in the 
air. Presently I saw one of the feet on the floor, and the 
chair began to lift. In the dark I stealthily crept over the 
soft carpet and touched the boy’s foot. He exclaimed that 
something had touched his foot. Nothing was occurring at 
the time. In a moment he himself observed that he could 
not move his foot and that it was impossible to raise it for 
some seconds. It seemed to be pressing down heavily on the 
floor. Then the chair began to tip again. I again got my 
hand on his ankle and pinched hard. He knew nothing about 
it. The chair was tipping as I did it. I thus again had my 
conjecture confirmed that rapid changes of zsthesia and 
anesthesia take place and that the boy is anesthesic when 
phenomena occur. It is probable that all sorts of local an- 
zesthesias occur, and assuming this we have an extraordina- 
rily interesting case of an apparently normally conscious sub- 
ject, introspectively conscious to some extent, doing things 
automatically and knowing nothing about it. The anzsthe- 
sia invades him at suitable times and places to prepare for 
events and to carry them out without his knowing either 
preparation or result. 

After the children, the boy included, were sent to bed, 
Dr. X., Mrs. X. and I sat in the darkened room to get phe- 
nomena. I did not expect anything whatever to occur. Af- 
ter some time we heard some raps, single ones but repeated 
some four times. We tried to have them repeated, but they 
seemed not to occur. Just as we had ceased our interest and 
began conversation a loud bang, apparently on the window 
pane, occurred, almost enough to break it. It was so loud as 
almost to frighten us. The others were such that we had to 
suppose that some casual snap of the wood might explain 
them, tho there is no reason in the habits of the house for 
such a thing to occur. When nothing more occurred I asked 
Dr. X. to see if anything had happened with the boy who 
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was getting ready for bed. Dr. X. went upstairs, and had 
hardly opened the door before the boy called out that some- 
thing had occurred to him. Asked when, he said about a 
minute before. This would coincide quite closely with the 
bang on the window. Dr. X., when upstairs, had found that 
the boy was just ready to get into bed when his electric light 
had gone out, apparently spontaneously. The boy was as 
much surprised at it as any one could be. The only interest 
in this is that it was not usual and that it coincided with ex- 
periments down-stairs of which he knew nothing and with 
raps and an apparent bang on the window which he could not 
normally make. There was no wind blowing and the street 
was very quiet. It was one of the quietest residence streets 
in a large city and late at night, boys not frequenting that 
part of the city at any time for mischief. 

One thing I neglected to mention in connection with the 
automatic writing when I was testing the boy for anzsthesia: 
the automatic writing told what I had done to the boy, say- 
ing I had placed my hand on his. Then as if suggesting an 
experiment the control asked me to place my hand on his 
head. I asked if this was what he meant and the reply in 
writing was “ No”. Ina moment he repeated the request to 
- put my hand on his head, and I was again puzzled and so was 
the boy. The hand then wrote: “ My head is his hand.” I 
then placed my hand on the boy’s hand and he closing his 
eyes turned his head away while he tried to write. I do not 
recall whether there was writing or not, but there was an- 
eesthesia, as I tested this carefully enough to determine the 
fact. 

The interest in the confusion of the head and hand re- 
sembles a phenomenon in the experiments of Prof. Newbold 
and Dr. Hodgson with Mrs. Piper. G. P. considered that his 
head was in the hand of Mrs. Piper. 


December 12th, 1911. 

I again saw the boy of Dr. X. last night and had some 
further opportunities to observe the case. Persons present 
were Dr. and Mrs. X., the boy and one daughter. After din- 
ner we went to the library and before sitting for experiment 
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the boy suddenly called attention to an ink bottle resting on 
top of the door by which we enter the library. It was far 
above his reach and he did not and could not have put it there 
while we were in the room, as it was lighted with the usual 
electric light. Moreover the mother had opened the door as 
we entered, being the first to enter the door. She happened 
to do it gently enough to prevent the ink-well from being 
thrown down. 

The boy had had a headache before dinner, or at least had 
complained of it and did not eat much, but left the table early 
and went upstairs. It is probable that he got the ink-well 
then and, using the step-ladder chair, put the ink-well on top 
of the door and knew nothing about it. The evidence of his 
ignorance must come from what was proved in other in- 
stances. 

We then resorted to automatic writing to find how the ink- 
well got there. Dr. X. asked the questions. 


(How did it get there?) 


Aha, ha ha! Look for the Meerschaum pipe, the scissors and 
the fountain pen. 


(Where is the pipe?) 
Under the sofa. [We looked for it and found it under the 
sofa. ] 


(Well, where is the fountain pen?) 
Naw. 

(Tell me like a good fellow.) 

Out with the light. 


Light was put out and we bethought ourselves of search- 
ing the boy’s pockets, so that the light was turned on and 
this done. There was nothing in them except some papers, 
a pencil or two, and a little jewel stone. 

When the light was turned out again the boy soon found 
a five-cent piece on his chair or in his hand. Dr. X. com- 
plained of having lost a twenty-five-cent piece which had been 
in his pocket, remarking that it was anew one. We sat again 
for something to occur, and after waiting without anything 
happening we resorted again to the writing. 


(Did you do anything?) 
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Yes, the scissors. 

(Where are they?) 

Won't tell. 

(Will you bring them back?) 

Yes. 

(Can you bring them and drop them down so that we can see 
them?) 

Belle has the pen. [We went to the chair on which Mrs. X. 
was sitting and found the pen concealed under the cushion. ] 

(Now, give us the scissors.) 

Won't tell. That is my only weapon. No enticing. 

(Can’t you move them or throw them on the floor?) 

Wouldn’t that be fun. 

(Will you try to bring some objects here for us?) 

They are here already. 

(Whereabouts ?) 

Have found one already. 


(Can you bring anything from the outside or other parts of the 
house now?) 


Have found something you did not know was touched. The 
brass bowl. 


(Can you give me a reference in the new Encyclopaedia Bri- 
tannica?) 


One dollar. 
(I will give you twenty-five cents for two references. ) 


[Something was then written which I did not get as it 
was connected with the hunt for Dr. X.’s lost quarter, which 
was found under the cushion of his own chair. While hunt- 
ing for it the little girl cut her finger on something which 
was found to be a safety razor blade concealed under the 
same cushion. ] 


(When was the razor put in the chair?) 

Was put there two days ago. I made you say that. I made 
Mary take that side of the chair. Now do you believe in spirits. 

(Why did you wish to cut Mary?) 

Too diabolical. 

(Won’t you bring the scissors?) 

No, where are they? 


The writing then said they would be found straight out 
from the left ear. This pointed toward the telephone and 
we sought in that part of the room for them, the boy going 
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there first by following a direct line from the direction of his 
father’s left ear. But we found nothing. He then returned 
to the automatic writing and it directed how his father should 
hold his head.’ First he directed it toward the bookshelves 
and I went to the corner of the room but found nothing. 
The father was then directed by the writing to look toward 
a certain light. This made the left ear point a little to the 
right of its previous position and I then icoked under the 
carpet and found the scissors where they had been put at 
some earlier time. 

There was then some sparring between Dr. X. and the 
automatic writing about the price of some references in the 
Encyclopaedia which was followed by agreement to try it. 
The father wanted three references, the boy’s writing kept 


insisting on two references and keeping the price above that - 
offered by the father. 


(Give me three references.) 
No, two. 


(1 will give 25 cents for two and 50 for three.) 
No. 


(Better do it.) 
Can’t do it any more. 


(Can you give me two?) 
Doubtful. 


(Make an effort.) 

Two for fifty. 

(Two for thirty-five.) 

No. 

(Well, I will give fifty for two.) 

Done. 200. [pause.] Voltaire. [Volume in Dr. X’s hand 


examined and name of Voltaire found on page 200 at top of 
page. | 


Welton. 300. [Examination showed it was Walton ”.] 


Further efforts to have the experiment repeated failed. 
the automatic writing refusing. But it urged us to try ex- 
periments with the table and, asked which table, replied 
“ Both ”. 

The boy sat on the chair at the large mahogany table and 
in a few moments it was lifted, on his side. I went around to 


his side of the table to watch his hands and feet. I saw a 
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book on his knees and between them and the table, just 
filling the natural space between the knees and the table. 
The boy’s hands were on top of the table, sometimes writing. 
Finally an enigmatical message was written that we should 
all sit. I sat down on the seat behind the boy, believing 
that the previous writing had implied that I was not to see 
his hands and knees, but further writing directed that I 
should go to the other side of the table. I did so and sat 
down on the floor where I could see under the table and 
watch the boy’s feet and legs. Nothing occurred. I then 
Went again to the side of the table where the boy was and 
Was again directed by the writing to get under the table. I 
did so and watched his feet and legs. Two or three times I 
saw muscular action evident, but the table was not lifted. 
I pinched the boy’s leg several times and once the automatic 
writing said: “ You are too familiar”. I pretended not to 
know what it meant and it wrote to the effect that I had 
touched the leg. Soon afterward I quietly removed the 
book from the top of the boy’s knees and put it on the floor. 
After some five minutes the writing said that it wanted the 
charm put back in its place. I took this to be an enigmatical 
reference to the book and replaced it on the knees. Then 
followed another enigmatical reference to it which I do not 
now recall, having failed to get it from the sheets at the time, 
but the boy was perplexed to know what it meant when he 
read it. I told him that I understood it and he remained 
satisfied. I again tried pinching his leg after putting the 
book in its place, and he betrayed no consciousness of it. 
Asked about it afterward, he said he felt nothing, except 
once, and named a part of the body which I had not touched. 

I then went to the smaller table with the boy for experi- 
ment. I did not touch it until after it began to tip. I then 
held my hands on top of it and examined the boy’s hands, 
which were on top. Only tipping occurred, tho we tried to 
get levitation. I then went to the end of the table and at the 
boy’s side where I could watch the boy’s hands and, as I 
hoped, his legs by the little light that came in from the street. 
But I could not see his feet and legs as I had hoped. I held 
the legs of the table and called for its levitation. But while 
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there were frequent tips to throw it over it was never 
raised. I held it to prevent its being thrown against me. 
There were many attempts to do this and once I noticed that 
it was thrown with one leg on top of the boy’s foot and he 
observed the fact and said it was on his foot and removed it. 
But I noticed several efforts to levitate it in this way. I then 
tried the boy’s leg again for anesthesia and he did not seem 
to be conscious of my touching it. Finally the table spelled 
out by tipping its desire for less light and we started to put 
down the curtains to prevent the admission of the light 
from the street. Hardly had I left the table when it was 
thrown against the boy’s knee and seemed to hurt him con- 
siderably, and to the floor where its top was smashed. This 
sort of thing was then stopped. I noticed that the boy’s pain 
did not last long. There was, of course, no proof that he 
had had any pain. The same thing had occurred when he 
was cut and when a drinking cup was thrown against his 
head at an earlier experiment. 

We then went to the automatic writing and the dialogue 
turned on doing various things requested. First the pencil 
made scrawls, which the automatic writing said was dancing. 


(What more will you give us to-night ?) 
Goodnight. 

(Can’t you bring us something out of the house?) 
Go out of the room. (Who?) All of you. 
(What will you do?) 

Moose. [A moose head was on the wall.] 

(You want to bring him down?) 


Yes. I have have been practicing for some time to get the 
heads down. 


The dialogue continued, but it had no psychological 
significance, and was merely to get something done. Finally 
the hand wrote: “ Out with the light.” We turned it out. 

After waiting for some time we heard low whistling. It 
continued and finally I was sure of it and spoke encouragingly 
and it improved. ‘Taking the cue of the whistling in the 
Burton case I put a lot of questions directed with a view 
to ascertain whether the whistler was Pietra, as I detected 
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efforts to do fancy whistling. I asked a large number of 
questions in succession, whose correct answers would be 
negative, and a few whose answers would be correct if affirm- 
ative. ‘The negative questions were all answered correctly 
except one and all the affirmative correctly but one, and when 
I asked if Pietra had done the whistling no answer came. 
This was the last question I asked, all having been answered 
by the whistling itself, one whistle for ‘no’ and two for ‘ yes’. 
At intervals I remained quiet and the whistling improved 
so as to show efforts and some success at fancy whistling, 
tho not at all striking or resembling that of Pietra in ex- 
cellence, but only showing a decided improvement on the 
first very labored efforts to whistle at all. 

Finally I noticed that no response came to my questions 
and I went to the boy, to find him in a trance. I ascertained 
this first by putting my hand on his chin and lips, having sus- 
pected from the whistling that he would be found anesthesic 
in the face. I pinched his lips and chin severely and there 
was no reaction. I found the same with his hand. I then 
remarked to Dr. and Mrs. X. that the boy was in a trance 
and Mrs. X. called for the light. I remonstrated for fear that 
it might be a shock and placed my hands one on his head and 
the other on his right hand. After a few minutes, perhaps 
not more than two, he suddenly jumped or showed a slight 
convulsion and was awake, remarking that he had been 
asleep. This closed the work for the evening. 


Dec. 19th, 1911. 

Last night we had another séance with the boy. Mrs. 
X. was absent with the two girls and left only the father, the 
boy and myself to hold the sitting. We wanted first to try 
automatic writing, but found the book and paper used for it 
missing. It could not be found anywhere. We took a sheet 
of paper and tried automatic writing to find where it was. 
The writing said: “ above the bookcase, stand each and look.” 
We looked on top of the bookcase behind us and there the 
edge of it could be seen. It required the stepladder and the 
full height and reach of Dr. X. to reach it. Of course the 
boy had probably put it there and knew nothing about it. 
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The primary object of getting the book was to examine 
some significant statements made in it and purporting to 
come from Prof. James. This writing claiming to come from 
him had occurred on Dec. 15th. In it he apparently referred 
to his Chocorua home in the following statement. “ Moun- 
tain on the left and apple trees on the right, fields, beautiful 
view from mother’s window.” 

I noticed also a cross placed before the name of God. 
This was found in two places. I found also a circle made 
with lines in it either to erase or to form a cross. They do 
form a cross, but whether this was the intention or not is 
not provable. After the figure were the words: “ No, No”. 
which were explained to mean dissatisfaction with the circle 
and lines. 

The significance of the figure to me was apparent, as the 
Greek letter Omega is like a circle. Through Mrs. Smead it 
was accompanied by the cross and Mrs. Chenoweth also got 
the circle and the cross in connection with Prof. James. 
Through another psychic I also got the circle in connection 
with his name. 

At the dinner table in the evening Mrs. X. had remarked 
that Prof. James had referred to “ pink pajamas ” in connec- 
tion with my name and also a “ black tie.” I at once saw the 
importance of this and examination of the record of auto- 
matic writing showed the following sentence in reference to 
myself: “ He has two pairs of pajamas and one black tie and 
no best clothes.” In the record of the crystal gazing, in 
which he saw visions of all sorts, I was again mentioned and 
the message took the form of an interlocution between two 
spirits referring to me apparently. Some puns were com- 
mitted and then the message: “ They laugh. It is dark” and 
then the second spirit said: “ No wrong. Give him two pairs 
of pink pajamas.” The first spirit then remarked: “ The pink 
of perfection. What shall I give him for Christmas?” The 
second replied: “ Morning [Mourning?] black tie,” when 
the first replied: “ You are not serious enough for me.” 

Some years ago a reference was made through Mrs. 
Chenoweth to Prof. James while he was in England with his 
Lectures, and about the same time Dr. Hodgson purported 
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to communicate through Miss Gaule (Mrs. Rathbun) and 
said: “ Tell James he looks cute in pink pajamas.” In com- 
munication with him at the time, I received a letter saying 
that he was wearing pink pajamas at that time. Last year, 
with the fact in mind, I asked Prof. James through Mrs. 
Chenoweth to say “pink pajamas” through Mrs. Smead 
and he failed to do so in the sittings with me as I hoped 
he would do. The coincidence here is therefore marked, tho 
disguised more or less by the form of stating it. But the 
mere mention of “ pink pajamas” in association with both 
his name and my own may have more than a casual meaning. 

The “ black tie” is also coincidental. I have a black tie 
of his which I have used as an article in my experiments with 
Mrs. Chenoweth. It was not possible for the boy to know 
anything about the necktie or the pink pajama incident, as 
only Mrs. James knew about the tie and only myself about 
the pink pajamas and their relevance. 

We went to crystal gazing for our first experiment. The 
crystal was placed on the writing-desk. The boy’s face was 


about a foot from it and his head resting on a pillow while 
he sat inthe chair. There was a long pause before any vision 
occurred. ‘Then the following came. The vision was in the 
form of written messages. 


Here is Professor James. Good evening Hyslop. 
(Good evening.) - 

Do you recognize the papers? 

(Yes.) 


Ijust * * it. Would you like to see Hodgson? 
(Yes.) 


A man with not much hair, blue eyes, long face, sober looking 
looks like a thinker. 

(A beard ?) 

I can’t see now. He has turned his head. It is dark. James 
is here now. What would you like? 

(Your sign.) 

A circle. 

(All right so far.) 

A line. [pause.] 

(Examine that circle carefully.) 

On top [pause.] it is a little crooked. 

(Yes.) 
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One side is. 

(Yes.) 

Nothing else. 

(Remember that and draw it afterward.) 

I saw the writing. [This was an explanation that he did not 
see the circle, but the written message. ] 

(Can he just give that sentence?) 

What would you have him do? 

(I wish you would spell out where you took me once and what 
I did?) 

I took you to paradise and you [pause.] hang it all I took you 
to lots of places. I took you once into my study and we agreed 
on a sign. You remember. 

(No, not that.) 

Hyslop, Hyslop. (Yes.) Your undivided attention, undi- 
vided. (Yes.) Come here undivided. Hands off on the table. 
[I put hands on the table.] 

[I was unable to take notes and lost some things here. They 
were not important to my knowledge. Some reference was made 
to my being or becoming great in tiptology and automatic writ- 
ing.. Then came the following :] 

Better summon friends to make an agreement and not follow 
my example locking up my paper on which all hangs. Now that 
I am dead I cannot describe it. Wait till I can find it. If you 
find the paper on top you will find it bearing my sign, at the 
bottom a coat of arms of the Duke of Fairfax with two swords 
crossed, above a helmet and an arm holding another like my 
sign, picture to the left, myself, wife to right mother in the middle 
Ready. 

(Yes.) 


Down farther [read ‘father’] down farther you will see in 
the end. In the end you will see your mistake. What is the use 
of troubling you with these things that you do not understand. 
Down farther [repeated and then as if it meant “father down” 
and then apparently as if “farther” was for “father” but not 


made clear.] I see your own picture that of a child and wife 
[ pause. ] 


(Yes.) 

The left of that I find another picture taken at night by a 
flash light a clever idea of mine, when it is flashed have an in- 
strument attached to the table of mine. The picture is of one 
who calls himself the nameless one, horrible. Don’t look at it 


too long, but only in short spells. You will see why it is horrible. 
Is it too fast? 


(No.) 
[Pause.] Ready? (Yes.) The earthly person’s writing 
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caused me all the trouble. It saps my forces, keeps me away 
from objects. Publish that paper, don’t give the answer, but cross 
it out. When you publish publish it in dark covered paper, print- 
ing these in New York Herald, Boston Herald, Sunday Times, 
Transcript. Don’t tellthe plan. * * * * [Notes not clear.] 


[Some minutes’ rest.] 


[Then from the crystal the boy described where another object 
would be found. It was the remainder of the inkbottle. At 
first it was said to be behind the books on the shelf near the door, 
and on the 4th or 5th shelf. We looked for it but could not find 
it there. Then writing was tried and gave the second shelf, but 
it was found on the first shelf. We then went on with the writ- 
ing, interrogating the control which was purporting to be Prof. 
James. He had previously promised the family to protect them 
against this “evil” poltergeist. The following was in auto- 
matic writing. ] 

(Dr. X.: I thought you were going to protect us.) 

[Failed to take down answer at time, as I was busy trying to 
get the question down. ] 

(Will you draw your sign?) 

[Circle with the Swastika sign drawn in it.] one way. 

(Dr. X.: What is the best way to proceed to-night ?) 

Bad news. Look over the register, [Found razors]. Be- 
hind the Indian bowl. [Found more razors.] In the lap of 
Time. [A statuette.] [T'wo more razors found.] 

(Dr. X.: Where is the box?) 

On your bureau. [Not there.] 

(Dr. X.: No, it is not there.) 

Taken. (Dr. X.: Who took it?) It was the leather box 
with the boxes. 

(Dr. X.: Do you know where the silver box is?) 

Not that one. The leather covered one. 

(Dr. X.: Any other devilishness done here?) 

Yes,’ look among the books leaning on the long book case. 
[Found pen and scarf pin.] 

(Dr. X.: Any other mischief?) 

Yes. (Dr. X.: What?) Look in the unused door and un- 
der and between. [Found four new razors under edge of door in 
hall and a large cut in the door itself.] 

(Dr. X.: What was the injury to the door done with?) 

Hair. 

(Any other mischief?) 

Porcupine. (Dr. X.: Any other?) Yes. (Dr.: X.: What?) 

Go follow me minutely to get good results. Go in the closet 
with out liteing lite [lighting light] and close all closet [erased] 
wardrobe door then wait for effects. [Found perhaps a hundred 
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matches on top of door in closet so that there was danger of 
their lighting, if door was opened suddenly. A few fell on care- 
ful opening and revealed the situation. | 

(Dr. X.: Any other mischief?) 


Yes. (Dr. X.: What?) One box unopened cigarettes. 
Can't tell where. 


(Can’t you tell me where?) 


No. (Dr. X.: Why not?) Sinful aid, This is not James 
you know. 


(Dr. X.: Is that all the mischief?) 

No. (Dr. X.: What else?) I think I will wait till lite 
[light] is out for best effects. 

(Dr. X.: What do you advise us to do now?) 


[Writing stopped and the boy complained of a buzzing in his 
head and said:] 


Who spoke just then? 

(No one.) 

Did you make that noise? [ Bewildered. ] 

(No.) 

Under the back of the Morris chair is a paper weight. 
(Which chair?) 

Morris. Who is speaking? [Bewildered.] 

(Not I.) 


There is something in my head speaking plainly. [Paper 
weight found back of Morris chair.] 


This was the first experience in clairaudience and the 
boy showed the same inability to recognize the source of 
the sounds that Miss Burton showed when she began to hear 
a voice. He evidently felt that it was one of us, but was 
not sure of the voice and showed very marked signs of be- 
wilderment all the way through. There was no chance or 
means for testing him for anesthesia. 

The lights were then put out and the boy sat in the chair 
for a trance, tho he did not know that this was what we 
wanted. Soon he began to whistle and on encouragement it 
improved. Finally the voice was used and said “ This is 
James.” I interrogated the control as to who was whistling 
and the answer was that it was James by one whistle for yes. 
Then I questioned him with whistles for answer to the effect 
that he had whistled as a young man but not afterward. 
Then came the voice after whistling stopped. I could take 
only imperfect notes in the dark and nothing of importance 
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was told. I asked again if he remembered where he took me, 
having in mind a message through Mrs. Chenoweth, and the 
answer was that it was a meeting, but not a suffrage meeting, 


and then that it was vague in his mind. Then came the fol- 
lowing: 


L,. M. is entranced heavily. Can you work in the dark? 

(Not perfectly.) 

Try to do the best. Ah! It was four. What is the first 
letter. The meeting. You spoke, spoke, spoke, spoke. 

(Yes. You see I am stupid.) [Seeing he meant I spoke.] 

No. Tell my dear wife. (Yes.) No do not tell. She has 
not the ability to believe as it is not passive. [Very pertinent 
statement. | 

(What did I speak about?) 

No. 

(Dr. X.: Do you remember the French monograph you 
loaned me?) 

Very slightly. You do not know French well. 

(Dr. X.: Yes, that is true. Do you remember the book?) 

No, yes. (Dr. X.: What wasit?) Dying word. 

(Dr. X.: That must be a joke.) 

It was the L. M. word It was the word, Living Word (Dr. 
X.: Yes.) I knew it had some relation to name * * [super- 
posed in note and not legible.] Hyslop, hold,do not * * [un- 
deciphered note.] the light. So in corner behind the door in 
bookcase behind the wall. 

Hyslop through the control you will not get the sign. 

, (All right.) 

The paper when you find it. Sorry I cannot tell. Henry, I 
wish it gotten and opened. The contents. Yes they have the 
sign. the signature, coat of arms. Hyslop, I fear that is from 
my own mind. You understand me? 

(Not....) 

It is not subconscious working for details. I shall arrange 
the device to work with you. 

[Here I asked him to bring me the second letter of the alpha-_ 
bet the next day at the sitting I was to hold. Finally he said he 
would try to give B.] [No reference to it to-day at sitting. No 
chance. | 

write write [right] correct. 

[The boy then woke up and was surprised that he had been 
“asleep”. He went on to tell some of his impressions. ] 

Remember eating something hot. Somebody said write 
[right] changed and said correct meaning the other was right. 
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Said he was going to write something round. Saw a face, say 
half a circle, a bar in the middle, and cut off going from one side. 
[Evident reference to sign.] 

[Crystal Experiments again. ] 

(Do you see anything of that?) 

[Circle drawn with a curved line through it at one side and 
then two curved lines at right angles to it, with convex sides to 
each other. Then another circle with the swastika sign in it and 
letter “o. w.” for “one way” in it (see above). Then scrawls 
drawn, possibly attempt at face. ] 

(Can you write the name of that sign?) 

[ Writing. ] 

[Two tables drawn and camera on one and a street at one end 
of sheet. Then an illegible word. There followed a face. Then 
a circle with a cross in it, made very clearly. ] 

Is that correct answer? Is that correct answer? 

(The circle suggests it clearly, but it does not make me cer- 
tain.) 

so far. (Not exactly yet.) 

[Sign of the cross made outside circle. ] 

(What did you make that for?) 

unknown, unknown. Is that correct? 

(Yes, so far.) 

[Then came a number of circles made by rapidly whirling the 
pencil point about and then inserting a cross in them, the whole 
having the effect of concentric circles with the one cross inside. ] 

Begin again. Lean L. M. back in chair [?] as far as * * 
[pause.] will go [heavy writing] H Y S LO p. [heavy 
shaded lines. Then a circle drawn again with a cross in it.] 

[Then a figure was drawn made of two parallelograms with 
ends touching at an obtuse angle, and in it written:] 

DEAR HYSLOP. write a paper against woman suffrage. it 
is my desire that you do this your W. W. S. and B. W. [erased] 
Bill James. P.S. Don’t let your wife see it. 

[Crystal Experiment. ] 

I see a picture of a boat. All I see about it is the future. 
Hyslop, beg pardon, Mr. Hyslop, is on the boat sitting down 
writing, on board for England. A woman rather old tough look- 
ing, strongly built, hair rumpled, large and sitting down reading. 
* * and I see a. Pal .... something dino. Oh Palladino. 
[Then the experiment ended. ] 


Dec. 27th, 1911. 
I had another sitting with the boy last night. Present 
Dr. X., Mrs. X. and sister of Dr. X. We had automatic 
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writing first. The first word written was “ Hello.” After 
a pause the word trance was written with the apparent mean- 
ing that the work would best be done in that way. Ina 
moment the hand wrote: “ Now that probably will be the 
only means after this of communication with you.” Then 
various scrawls were made in an unintelligible manner, but 
which terminated in the outline of a face. 

I then asked the boy to hold the pencil in the normal way. 
His custom has been to hold it vertically in his fist and to 
write as with his whole hand in motion with the arm. As 
soon as I had the pencil inserted in his fingers and thumb the 
hand moved automatically over the page and had the pencil 
point strike the edge of the pad and the intention was quite 
apparent to move it into the customary position. In fact he 
got it so and I reinserted it in the normal position. But the 
movements were repeated to get it in the customary position. 
The hand seemed wholly unable to use itself to make the 
change and had to use the edge of the pad to move the pencil 
into a position in which it would fall naturally into the fist, 
to be held vertically. After a few trials I allowed it to re- 
turn to its customary way. Some question, unrecorded by 
me, was asked by Dr. X. and the hand wrote: “ No I did not 
take it.” In a moment a circle and a cross were drawn and 
I asked what it was and again the circle and cross were 
drawn. Then a series of circles amounting to scrawls and 
then the hand wrote: “ Here goes a pin wheel”, and drew 
curved lines that might represent a spiral in perspective. 
Then it drew a circle and after it a cross which it put in the 
circle. Then the hand wrote :— 


“Reserved for Hyslop’s tomb. Old Hodson [Hodgson] 
trusty old slave Myers.” 


(What has Hodgson to do with that?) 

Here’s to dear old Bill. 

[Then again a circle and cross were drawn.] 

(Who draws that?) 

James. Is that correct. 

(It is correct for certain things, but, James, you know certain 
additions to that which need to be made.) 

[Crosses made in corner of sections. ] 

(No, not that.) 


+t Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


[Circle and cross made again. ] 

[Then the hand drew a large circle and curved lines in it to 
represent layers and in each layer or section was a word or a 
sentence written, and explained to mean the depth to which the 
crystal gazing could penetrate into the world. I again tried the 
pencil in a normal position and it wrote a little more easily than 
before. Then the cross and circle were drawn and spontaneously 
the hand wrote after them:] “ No, no, no, Hysloppppp.” 

(Who did that?) 

I did. 

(What did it mean?) 

Can’t tell. 

(All right.) 

I can’t tell what you ask. [Pencil returned to customary 
position.} Not at all Hyslopppp. from Elizabeth liberties. 
[Elizabeth was inserted before “from” tho written after it had 
been written. ] 

(Dr. X.; Shall we sit down now or go on?) 

Trance. 


At this point the automatic writing was stopped and the 
boy took his place in the chair for the trance. The light had 
to be turned out and I was unable to make full notes. Be- 
sides the talk was too rapid. The boy went into the trance 
very quickly, tho during much of the time the evidence for a 
trance would not be apparent to any one who did not know 
the boy and the nature of such phenomena. At times one 
could not distinguish the things said from attempts to de- 
ceive us. But certain things occurred to show that he was 
in a trance, even tho we assumed that the subconscious was 
trying to deceive us, tho I think the dream state was itself 
deceived. 

At one stage of it H. P. was mentioned and explained in 
a moment to mean Hodgson Piper, and that Hodgson had 
seen me to-day. When I asked where, the reply was “ Sé- 
ance”. I hada sitting on that day, yesterday, and Hodgson 
was the only communicator. The boy knew nothing of this. 
tho he could well have guessed that I had had a sitting with 
Mrs. Chenoweth as he knew of my work in Boston and the 
place I held the sittings. 


(Tell me about it.) 


| 


Poltergeist Phenomena and Dissociation. 45 


This medium is not bad. It is not the best and not the worst. 

(That is good.) 

Light. [Call for turning up light for a moment which was 
done.| Miss X. was asked for and she tried communication with 
her mother, but absolutely nothing occurred which the boy did 
not know. A Lansing Humphrey was said to want to communi- 
cate and nothing but guessing occurred. Finally I was called 
forward and Hodgson said to be present. 

(What were you doing to-day?) 

Talking with you. 

(Where?) 

Dartmouth St. 

(Who was with you?) 

James. 

(Who else?) [Having Imperator in mind.] 

Jennie [pause] No. 

(Who else?) 

Wait, you go to Piper. 

(What for?) 

I want to give you a certain thing. 

(Do you know what it is about?) 


es. 

(What?) 

To tell you about B, that message. 
(Oh, yes.) 

What did it suggest. 

(I must not tell.) 

You must. 


(No, it would not be evidence. I must get it elsewhere.) 
It was Y. 
- (That is good.) 


Last year in connection with the Omega in the Cheno- 
weth case I was told that I would understand if I got the last 
letter of the alphabet anywhere. Apparently it was felt that 
the Omega could not come in many cases while its equiva- 
lent could be given. When I gave the letter B at a past sit- 
ting here I had in mind the suggestion of Omega or the last 
letter in the alphabet. It is interesting to note here that the 
next to last letter is given as I gave the next to the first letter. 
The process was in the right direction tho it did not give ex- 
actly what I wanted. 

During the trance the boy asked that I leave him and go 
to the table. I went toward it and placed my hand on it and 
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he remarked at once that I had my hand on it and that I 
should go nearer. It was too dark to see me do this, and 
I had my hand on the table behind my body so that, if there 
had been light enough to see, he could not have seen my 
hand. Once also he saw me stoop in the dark when I was 
trying to see the action of his leg between me and the light 
under the door. It is possible that in both these cases my 
shadow between him and the window curtains may have been 
the clue to his vision, tho there is reason to believe that his 
eyes were closed in the trance. They were in all cases in 
which the light was turned up, and his mouth was open. 

I tried him several times for anzsthesia and he was not 
in the least anzsthesic. He was sensible of my touch on any 
part of the body that I tried. 

There was a great deal of silly talk by the boy, subliminal 
trash and badinage. It was very evident to all of us that the 
old personality that had controlled in the apports and tele- 
kinesis was breaking up and that the phenomena were more 
complicated with subconscious play than ever beiore. The 
disintegration of this personality was apparent, and medium- 
istic power diminished. 

Crystal gazing was tried but effected nothing. The boy 
did not wish to do it, having some repugnance to it because 
of the strain on the eyes. 

The father, having had some trouble with the concealment 
of articles during the week, had told the boy that all the phe- 
nomena had been due to automatism. The boy resented this 
interpretation and believed thoroughly in their telekinetic 
character. The subliminal denied the automatism in the au- 
tomatic writing, and it was evident that the boy had been 
honest in his conviction that genuine physical phenomena 
had occurred. 


January 3d, i912. 
Another experiment with young X. last night revealed 
nothing worth recording. There was no attempt at physical 
phenomena. We tried automatic writing first and there was 
nothing but subconscious play around old themes. The cir- 
cle and cross were the center of them. The pencil was held 
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in the normal way. ‘Then we went to the trance with the 
light turned out. ‘There was nothing in this also but childish 
subliminal impersonation. The alleged communicator was 
Dr. X.’s father and answers to questions brought nothing ex- 
cept what the boy knew. 

One or two interesting things occurred, tho not super- 
normal. ‘The boy was asked to make the clock strike nine. 
He counted nine and then went to the clock in the dark and 
changed the hands. It struck half-past ten. The interest- 
ing thing about it was the confidence with which he walked 
to the clock in the darkness with his eyes closed, as they are 
in his trance. Two or three times he knew that I wanted to 
ask a question or had bent over to see if he was doing any- 
thing. The latter I explained by supposing that he could 
see me, if his eyes were open, against the light through the 
window curtain. The knowledge that I wished to ask a 
question would have to be acquired by other means, possibly 
by discovering slight movements on my part or the checking 
of my breathing. ‘Tests for anesthesia resulted in showing 
that there was none except on the fingers of both hands and 
these were cold. It was even possible that he was hyperezs- 
thesic except at the points named. 

The whole work of the evening was only a balancing of 
his mind between sleep where there would be no motor ac- 
tion, and a condition in which there would be free motor ac- 
tion and contact with supernormal agencies. It was only a 
discipline in active subconscious life which would be neces- 
sary in mediumship that did not lead to dissociation of some 
kind. 

There were a few complicated mental tricks like arrang- 
ing numbers to signify certain letters which were initials of 
phrases. No importance attached to them. 

When it came to waking him, suggestion would not work 
and he insisted on remaining in the trance as long as he 
wished. When he got ready he arranged a complicated form 
of auto-suggestion. We were to count three, each taking a 
number, and then say awake. This did not work, and then 
he directed Miss X. to look into the fire and see a monkev 
there, and when she saw that he suddenly awakened and 
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wondered how long he had been in the trance. He looked at 
the clock and found it half-past three in the morning, sur- 
prised that he had been entranced so long and not knowing 
that he had himself altered the hands of the clock. 


January 8th, 1912. 
We held another sitting with young X. last night. We 
began with automatic writing. The following is the record. 


Good evening Hyslop. 

(Good evening) 

how are you today. 

(First rate.) 

You cannot read the writing on the page can you. 

(No, I can’t.) 

[Pause.] Merry Xmas happy new year bells * * [scrawls.] 
no [and apparently the page erased. | 

[I here asked that the writing be finer, as it had been very 
coarse and illegible, the boy reading it immediately after writing 
it, but forgetting it a few moments later. ] 

whom would you like to nit [night]. 

(I would like the one who controlled today.) 

Meyers is near not here but would you like him in trance. 

(Not now.) 

you poor chump. you would be * * by his appearance. 
do not try to seem outwardly cool but say what you mean hyslop. 
[ Pause. ] 

IOM.A.H. [‘O’ inserted after last letter written.] in- 
terpreter of Meyers and Hodgson. 111111111111111111 188 1111 
1111. 188 visits 186 to nite [night]. 

[The boy then counted the lines represented by figure 1 and 
found that they represented 18 and 8, the corresponding letters 
in the alphabet, R. and H. the initials of Dr. Hodgson.] 

(What does Iomah mean?) 

I owe Ma 20 dollars. 

[In fact the meaning was given in the statement immediately 
after them, the letters being the initials of the words “ interpre- 
ter of Myers and Hodgson ”, and this new meaning is only one of 
the instances of subconscious fertility in this direction. ] 

[As hand wanted to write over the other writing I insisted on 
turning the sheet and the hand resisted until I explained what 
was occurring. | 

(It is superposing. ) 

Oh soup. I owe Ma twenty dollars that I borrowed from 
her. 
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(Hodgson there is some one on your side that might send a 
message. ) 


hodgson is not here only his interpreter. 

(Who is his interpreter?) . 

carl fisher. [Dr. X. asked if it meant anything to me. I 
replied ‘ No’.] 

| Then a circle was drawn with the sign of the cross in it, one 
line being curved and looking like a line on a globe.] tripple XXX 
sign james [both last words written near circle. ] 

(Where did that triple X come from?) 

H O [* O’ erased.] H. Hyslop [scrawls made.] point of pencil. 

[Point of pencil pointed toward me and I supposed it was in- 
tended to indicate the answer to my question after writing my 
name, and hence I replied:] 

(1 understand.) 

| We then saw that it meant the point of the pencil was worn 
down, and we inserted a new one.] 

dull d [erased] denser blockhead. 

[Then the hand drew an Indian head with feathers extending 
about it and down the back of the body. Then a tomahawk 


above the head and a bow and arrow in front. Then it wrote.] 
indian band. 


Then a crooked line like a river was drawn, a dark spot near it 
that I took for a town on a map, a line from it and then an arrow 
pointing to the spot, at the end of the arrow the word “ enemy ” 
and then the word “ snake ”.] 


turkey * * does the snake go to? 
(Where?) 
* * no one nose [knows] except * * [‘ gone’?] wasted. 


trance quick. Henry, I can show you where a fine engraved 
photograf of Washington is. 


(I know: on a postage stamp.) [Stamps lying in sight of 
boy. ] 


No it is in the White House. 


We then prepared for the trance and tried to have it come 
on in the light, but had finally to put the light out, after turn- 
ing boy’s chair away from it. It was some ten or more min- 
utes before the trance came on. I held my hand on the boy’s 
head awhile and noticing that the skin of his scalp moved 
under it I took this as a hint to remove my hand which I did 
and he soon afterward went into the trance. 

It is impossible to give any adequate account of what oc- 
curred in this trance. When the boy spoke it was so rapid 
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that I could not take full notes and the darkness prevented 
my making intelligible notes of any consecutive importance. 
Nor was it necessary, except in one case where there was 
some excellent evidence of the supernormal. But most of it 
was mere trash and that of the silliest kind. Once the boy 
rushed to the telephone and pulling it off the stand, began to 
shout into it. The father interfered to stop it. 

Once we were told to call for Myers. We did so and I 
asked him to remember to tell us elsewhere what he could 
about the message already apparently given some days ear- 
lier concerning his poem St. Paul. ‘The three letters, “ G. 
S. G.” were not explained. I asked if he could tell us any of 
his poetry to-night. No intelligible answer came, but refer- 
ence to new poetry being better than the old. ‘Then there 
was a pause and the words “ Swift River” came. I asked 
what it meant and the words “ Swift River” were repeated. 
I asked what river it was, thinking it might be a reference to 
some classical river, Dr. X. suggesting Lethe. I said “ No.” 
The letters M. M. S. came but their meaning was not ex- 
plained. Then reference was made to the letter B and that 
it suggested Y, repeating an earlier message. Then the boy 
wanted to get at the phone to tell the cross reference to 
M. M.S. But he was denied this. 

Then he was asked the name of Mr. Myers’ son, and He 
gave the name Frederic. 

A Mrs. Ford was called, and in a few minutes the boy be- 
gan to breathe heavily and to sigh and cry, exclaiming that 
he felt so lonely in that house. This continued for some min- 
utes and some messages, admitted to be relevant by Mrs. and 
Dr. X., came. After the sitting the father told me that the 
breathing and crying and reference to loneliness were very 
evidential and that the boy knew absolutely nothing about 
the facts in the last part of the woman’s life and death. 

This was followed by reference to Sarah, an evident echo 
of the boy’s sitting with Mrs. Chenoweth. Once he ex- 
pressed himself in the trance as believing that her work was 
all imagination, and indicated that the name Laura was or 
should have been Clara. 

After we had tried to awaken the boy, who still clung to 
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the trance, he finally signified a wish to write again. The 
pad was obtained and a pencil given him. 


“T wish to ask an * * * * * * of you u. d. cross 
reference with P. 
suggest a swift river, understand? 

(Yes, where is it?) [Thinking of one near Professor James’ 
summer home. ] 

- somewhere near, near. 

(In Massachusetts?) 

no somewhere near. 

(In Vermont?) 

Canada. James do you [know] it. a summer resort of [then 
scrawls made, and outline of mountains drawn.] Mt. Chic ... 
[Circle and sign of cross in it drawn.] at nit [night] you that 
picture. swift river. Chic... Chichraura [Chocorua]. What 
[not read] what * *. 

[Then scrawls were drawn over the page and the face of some 
one drawn. Next to it was written the word “ Medium” and 
then above, in order, the names: Myers, Hodgson, Rulson, in- 
terpreter, Ford (N. C.) Hyslop, Sarah. Then the word “ Last” 
was written next to Sarah, and “ Next ” written near Hyslop and 
the word “ First ” near the name Myers.] 


Soon after this the boy was awakened by auto-suggestion. 
we taking up the expression he dictated, and he awakened 
immediately after we uttered the words. 

Swift River is near Mt. Chocorua, the summer home of 
Professor James. The boy knew nothing of this fact. The 
circle and cross are probably attempts to give the sign Omega 
with the cross. 

The letters “u. d.” are evidently intended for “ under- 
stand”. They are the abbreviations for that word in the 
Piper case for which “ P” probably stands. The boy pretty 
assuredly did not know this fact at the time and probably 
does not know it yet. He certainly does not know their use 
in the case of Mrs. Smead. 


January 30th, 1912. 
We had another sitting with young X. this evening. We 
began with automatic writing. Nothing of an evidential 
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character occurred in it, or even interesting as secondary 
personality. Mr. Myers purported to come first, but said 
nothing, and we might even suspect it conscious fooling by 
the boy and have nothing but his honesty to protect us 
against that suspicion. Then the circle and the cross and 
immediately after it a drawing of a coat and a necktie, show- 
ing that, on any theory, Professor James was meant. ‘Then 
the promise was made to make lights for us later and the 
circle and cross were drawn again. 

We then turned to trance work. It was some minutes 
before the boy got into the trance. The sign of it was some 
childish references to his mother. Several persons purported 
to communicate, but nothing whatever of significance oc- 
curred. It would have been worth while to have a verbatim 
record of it just for its foolishness. All sorts of boyish silli- 
ness was expressed. Some whistling occurred, but no lights. . 
When Professor James was mentioned, reference was made 
to papers and documents and then to one in Pennsylvania 
who had attacked him. It is probable that the boy knew of 
the Witmer incident. I tried to get the message promised 
me from Starlight, but only guessing resulted. I got the 
words: Chicago, Psychology, Hands, Snapping of hand, Bless. 
Then a little later came the name Bruce and, on asking who 
said this, got Robert Bruce. Dr. and Mrs. X. intimated that 
something of recent occurrence in the family may have sug- 
gested the name, but as it coincided with the incident through 
Mrs. Smead last spring I insisted on trying to get the name 
of Hodgson in connection with it. I did not succeed. In 
more or less close connection with it came the name Leo, and 
I asked who he was and the answer Rex came. Asked who 
Rex was, the reply was, one of Mrs. Chenoweth’s controls. Then 
he said he had forgotten the other name, and in a moment 
said Master and then Imperator. Presently the message came: 
“ Congratulations on the lecture at M. V.” I had lectured 
last Sunday evening at Ford Hall and the boy knew it. I 
had got the same expression from FE. G. through Mrs. Cheno- 
weth the day before, and hence, as that personality was said 
to be one of the group concerned in the development of the 
boy, I asked who said it and the answer came: “ Myers’ 
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Secretary ’, and in reply to the further query who this was 
got J. P., said to be “ James Prescott,” which was irrelevant. 

We then tried automatic writing again, primarily to as- 
certain where some money was that the boy had said in the 
trance was hidden. During the trance he alleged that he 
had some money and stated it was seventy cents and that it 
was “toward the moose.” ‘This head was over the mantel- 
piece and the boy was twelve feet distant. We could hear 
him handling money of some kind. On his recovering nor- 
mal consciousness, we searched his pockets for money and 
there was none on his body. He said he had had none for 
a long time. We searched and found under the cushion of 
the chair on which he sat two quarters, one dime and two 
five cent pieces, making seventy cents. We then went to 
the automatic writing to see if we could ascertain where the 
money had been got. The only answer that we could get 
was that it was from the mint of the control. 


(Where did the money come from?) 

that came from me. [Then three circles with crosses were 
drawn.| see? 

(Did you make it?) 

no my mint. many dollars my mint miser. [referring to his 
father] it is in M 


A few more statements followed with reference to some- 
thing else, but I did not get a note of the questions and so 
their meaning is lost. Finally the name /mperator was spelled 
out in capitals and I asked some question to get the reply, 
“ Hy said.” Then came sketchy circles with a cross in them 
and I asked who had given the name Bruce. Capital H was 
written and then M and then J. Asked which of the three 
had said it the hand finished each name by making a letter in 
each name at a time, not completing any given name at once. 
I then asked that Professor James’ sign be completed and 
the words “ insignia” and “ coat” were written. I explained 
that this did not complete it and the hand wrote: R E ...... 
R E X [the ‘X’ ina corner of the ‘E’]. I asked who Rex 
was and the reply was: X=greatest control, followed by scrawls 
that were evident attempts to write intelligibly, and then a 
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scrawlly Rev again. I take the meaning to be that the sign 
of the cross indicated by X, and the reference to “ the great- 
est control” may be convertible with “ Greater Light” of 
the Piper, Smead, and other cases. The boy knew nothing 
of this. I could only get the name Rev again in trying to 
have the name further explained, the object being to see if 
we could get Rector. Nothing more of importance occurred. 

After the boy left the room to go to bed, three loud raps 
came on the window looking on the street and two stories 
below his room. Dr. X. went at once to the boy’s room and 
he protested that he had done nothing. The examination of 
the window showed it fastened and the snow on it undis- 
turbed. ‘The boy would have had to rig up a long string with 
a weight on it to make the raps at that distance, and very 
likely marks would have been made in the snow on the win- 
dow sill, which were not there. The little girl in the room 
below him heard one rap on her window and was frightened. 


February 5th, 1912. 

We had another séance with young X. this evening. No 
automatic writing was tried. We sat down for the trance 
and in some ten minutes the boy showed signs of a trance. 
There was some whispered talk like coughing out messages 
for a while, evident tricks of the subconscious. When I got 
a chance I asked for the message which had been promised 
me, through Mrs. Chenoweth, to come from I 
indicated, without saying who had promised it, that a cer- 
tain person there had promised it. Some guessing of Hodg- 
son, Myers and Whirlwind was made and I denied them all, 
saying that it was not one of that group. Whirlwind came 
in the form of “ whirling wind” and Myers in the form of 
“Me my” and then “ Memyers”. When I denied this the 
answer was that it was a girl. When asked if it was “a 
message of sense”’, I replied in the affirmative. Then came 
the letter P and then J. P., which I denied, this being the 
other name of Whirlwind and known to the boy. Then 
came “S$” which I did not deny, and then “a”; then “So”, 
which I denied with “S a”. Then “S e d” and then 
“Sedy” which I denied. Then came “S u d” which I 
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denied, and then “S$ u y” which I denied, and then “§$ u” 
which I admitted. This was followed by “n”, then “d”, 
with the statement that it was something like it which I did 
not admit or deny. Then came “t” and I denied it. A 
pause followed and the word “S uns” was given and I 
stated that the “s” at the end was not correct. “t” was 
tried again and denied. Then “S unr” and the boy spon- 
taneously said that was wrong and repeated “S un” and 
after a pause said “b” and in a moment said “ Sunbeam ” 
when I admitted it was correct. Effort to get the message 
resulted only in the letter “B” after considerable fishing. 
[Correct, as far as it went. ] 

I do not recall whether I ever mentioned Sunbeam in the 
presence of the boy or not. Dr. X. says he never heard the 
name, but Mrs. X. says that I mentioned the name to her. 
It is possible that I may have mentioned it in the boy’s pres- 
ence. But even if I had not so done the evident fishing and 
guessing in the process deprives the acquisition of the name 
of any significance. I did not care as I wanted his mind to 
be expectant of some message from her and left all hints of 
it unknown. 

Nothing else of interest occurred until just before he was 
awakened, when he spontaneously made allusions to methods 
by which the noise on the window last week could have been 
made, and with it he remarked that we should find some 
money and other things concealed. Dr. X. then detailed to 
me the occurrence of some of the old phenomena of coming 
to the library and opening drawers, taking out some objects 
and concealing them, and then revealing through automatic 
writing where they were. It was apparent that the noise on 
the window was made in the way conjectured possible, but 
the absence of marks on the snow was not explained. We 
kept the boy on the subject as long as we could and the al- 
lusion to a coin on the end of something and dangling against 
the window made clear what was intended. 

Toward the end there was a reference to Z and I did not 
recognize it at first. But the boy remarked that it was con- 
nected with B and indicated that I had wanted it in connec- 
tion with B. I recalled then that I had told Professor James 
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to take that letter elsewhere and with it give the associated 
letter. The boy got Y as the desired letter and I admitted it, 
tho I was wrong in doing so, I thinking when I did so that it 
was the last letter. I never corrected this with the boy. 
The spontaneous giving of Z here and connecting it with B 
involves a coincidence with the statement made by G. P. a 
year or more ago that I might look for the last letter of the 
alphabet anywhere and said that zigzag lines had been made 
in one case, which I found to be true with Miss B. Whether 
the same thought is here or not cannot be assuredly deter- 
mined. After a pause I got two letters and then the name 
Sunbeam. ‘The two letters were the first two letters in the 
first word of my father’s pass sentence. But the boy got no 
farther and I did not press the matter, as it would involve 
others knowing what it was, and I did not here admit their 
meaning, or even that they had a meaning for me. 
JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


The following is the Report by the clergyman who was 
present at one of my own experiments and some others. It 
must speak for itself.—Editor. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF CERTAIN PSYCHIC PHENOMENA 
WITNESSED ON THE EVENINGS OF NOVEM- 
BER 18, 19, 20, 1911. 


On Saturday evening, November 18, immediately after supper, 
Henry, Belle, Anna, Gill and I went into the study. This room 
is on the second floor of the house, and a ground plan of this floor 
is attached to this account. I should judge this study room, 
which extends across the front of the house, to be about 25 feet 
square. It is partially divided by an alcove in which there are 
bookshelves extending to within a few feet of the ceiling, and in 
it were a leather lounge and a small writing desk near the win- 
dow. In the study itself the more prominent articles of furni- 
ture were: an unusually large study desk, weighing certainly 550 
pounds, standing before the bay windows. A fireplace is on the 
side of the room opposite the alcove. ‘Two large leather easy 
chairs, a large Morris chair, two leather bottom Hepplewhite 
chairs, and a table were in the room, and some smaller chairs. 

Entrance to the room was from the hall by double doors, and 
also by a single door which led into a closet leading in turn to 
Henry’s bedroom in the rear. The room was lighted by two 
clusters of electric lights, one in the middle of the ceiling of the 
study proper, the other in the middle of the ceiling of the alcove, 
both controlled by switch and buttons at one side of the double 
doors of the study, electric lights at either side of the fireplace, 
and an electric lamp on the desk. <A telephone stood on the shelf 
made by the alcove partition and near the double doors. In the 
rear was a bedroom with adjoining bathroom and with passage 
way into the study. 

Gill sat down at the study desk and began automatic writing, 
purporting to come from a control calling himself “ Bellyache ”. 
Among other things he wrote references giving four pages and 
the subject headings in Vol. II of the New Encyclopedia Bri- 
tannica, which were verified. The rest of the writing was mostly 
in reference to me, who I was, my wife’s name, etc., and contained 
nothing of unusual nature, except that Gill wrote the first verse 
of Felicia Hemans’ “The breaking waves dashed high on a 
stern and rock bound coast” which Gill professed never to have 
heard before. 

After some time in automatic writing, Henry, Belle, Anna, Gill 
and I sat down at a small table with bamboo legs. The doors 
into the hall were shut, the shades drawn down and the lights 
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put out. Through the shades came some light from the street 
lamps on M——————— Street, but only enough to very dimly 
distinguish a few things. It was quite dark. The table began 
to move vigorously as soon as we sat down to it. It rapped out 
the imitation of a locomotive starting up, the tempo of several 
tunes, answers to a few questions of an unimportant nature. 
Then it began to raise itself and to thrust itself to and fro with 
considerable violence so that we had to cling to it for fear of 
being struck. It would then bang itself down on the floor with 
violence so as to wrench and twist itself. We tried to get it to 
right itself when left on its side on the floor and without any 
contact from us whatever. It did this twice and then finally 
broke itself, twisting the top right off the bamboo legs. 

Another table, heavier than the former, and made of wicker 
was brought in. When left to itself on the floor it threw itself 
about repeatedly, and finally threw itself over one of the big 
leather study chairs a distance of at least eight feet and struck 
Belle with considerable violence. The lights were thrown on and 
Belle took the table away. While she was gone with Anna, 
Henry, Gill and I shut the doors, put out the lights again and 
then laid our hands lightly on the heavy study desk. It im- 
mediately began to tremble all over palpably, and then raised 
its one side right off the floor fully six inches and came down with 
abump. Henry not wishing to run any risk of injuring the table 
we desisted from further experiment with it. 

Belle, on her return, suggested that we abandon the table 
experiments as being too violent, and that we try some other kind 
of experiment. We placed a book on the edge of the large desk, 
and turned off the lights. The book was not moved, but we 
heard a sound of some other movement, and, on turning on the 
light found a slipper of Gill’s, which he had left under the lounge 
in the alcove, had been thrown several feet out into the study. 
We found the book which had been left undisturbed on the 
edge of the table to be entitled “ Tarry with me, O my Savior”. 
Substituting another book after the lights were extinguished this 
was thrown immediately out into the middle of the room. Gill 
at this time was standing at the inner corner of the desk near 
where the book was. I asked him to stand behind the desk 
where I could see his figure clearly outlined against the pale 
light coming through the shades from without. He did, and 
again two books or three were thrown off the desk at the same 
time as soon as the lights were shut off. I could see Gill all the 
time and could not see that he moved. After this, each time the 
lights were put out different objects were moved or thrown about 
the room. ‘The top of a tobacco can was thrown from the desk 
into the alcove, pencils were thrown from the desk, match boxes 
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were thrown from the table to the floor. We placed one match 
box high up on the back of a stuffed eagle near the bay window 
which was out of reach. This was thrown down when the lights 
were put out. Pipes and pipe stems from small table were 
thrown about the room. ‘The telephone receiver was taken off 
the hook, I was struck on the head by a pipe stem, and Henry 
by the pipe bowl of the same pipe. The pipe had been lying on 
the table and the stem must have been removed from the bowl 
with considerable effort. This was the last phenomenon that 
evening. I have only mentioned the ones I remember distinctly. 
Among other things that failed to occur, we asked the spirit or 
power to remove the cigarette which Henry was smoking from 
his hand. Henry told us that he experienced a peculiar feeling 
along his forearm like an electric current, and then a distinct 
burning sensation on the back of his hand, but the cigarette was 
not disturbed. It should be noticed that it was our practice to 
turn on the light as soon as we heard anything move or fall, the 
object was then looked for, found and its point of departure 
located and then the lights turned off again for the next ex- 
periment. 


Sunday, November 19th. 

On our return from church about 12.30 P. M. the next day, 
Gill again did some automatic writing. Among other things he 
wrote, “ Henry, beware, shudder razors will fly through the air 
to-night ”, or words to that effect. After supper, at about seven 
o’clock, Henry, Gill and I were alone in the study, drew down 
the shades, shut the doors. ‘‘ Bellyache ”, when asked whether he 
would materialize for us, replied by automatic writing that he 
would if we put out the light. We did so, Gill was sitting in the 
chair near the alcove division, I opposite him towards the fire- 
place, and Henry in a chair between the fireplace and the desk. 

Gill immediately exclaimed that he was being touched on 
the head and then along the arm and exclaimed, “ Oh, it is the 
funniest feeling, turn on the light.” We did, and found that a 
match box had been deposited on the arm of his chair. When 
the lights were again turned off again Gill again spoke of being 
touched along the arm in the same way and then cried, “ Ouch 
it’s cut me.” At the same moment Henry felt something hit him 
lightly on the chest. When the lights were turned on, we found 
on the floor around Henry’s chair, four Gillette razor blades. 
These were found to have been removed from the little tin box 
in Henry’s bath room. Mary then came in and joined us. Gill 
was sitting on the leather lounge in the alcove. Something 
dropped on his shoulder. It proved when the light was turned 
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to be a padlock which Mary said had been in her desk that 
morning. 

I put out the lights and stood by the switch by the side of the 
double doors. Hardly were they extinguished when the top of 
a brass box from the desk struck the doors at my side with con- 
siderable force. ‘The next time the lights were out an ink bottle 
full of ink hit me in the calf of my leg and fell against the wall. 
It spattered over the floor and wall paper. It took up some time 
to wipe it up and Belle and Anna came in. When we proceeded 
a cigarette box from the mantel-piece was thrown into the center 
of the room and its contents scattered. Then a penholder was 
thrown across the room. After this Gill sitting near the win- 
dows on the window seat, the shade behind him was let up. 
Then one further from him flew up. This let more light into the 
room and we could distinguish things on the desk quite clearly. 
Gill sitting in the desk chair called attention to a drawer of the 
desk being opened and shut and an envelope from it was deposited 
on the table. A copy of the Encyclopedia Britannica lying on 
the table we could see open slowly by itself and Gill was sitting 
in and on one of the large study chairs, when Gill was hit in the 
face by an object which proved to be a pair of his gloves which he 
said he had worn to church that morning and had left up stairs 
in his room. The next phenomenon was in the alcove. Gill ex- 
claimed that he saw some thing on the lounge (divan) coming 
towards him, he jumped up and backed off. The lining of the 
divan had been pulled out at the juncture of the head piece. We 
tried afterwards to pull this out by hand and found it impossible 
to do. A rose was placed on the top row of books in the alcove 
bookcase and we asked to have it removed. The bowl of a pipe 
from the study table was thrown at it. Then the newspaper 
basket was thrown out from underneath the desk. The telephone 
receiver was again removed as on the night previous. A piece 
of plastic rubber which Gill had been playing with before supper 
and had left, he said, on the stairs, was thrown into the fireplace. 
This same piece of rubber was thrown around the room from the 
mantel-piece. On one occasion when the lights were on, Henry 
suddenly saw one of the logs in the fireplace turn over and then 
turn back, I did not see this. But I saw the fire tongs, etc. in the 
fire set by the side of the fireplace moving in the light without 
contact. Other minor phenomena occurred as pencils and pipe 
stems being thrown about the room, but these were the phe- 
nomena of which I retain distinct recollection. 


Monday afternoon, November 20th. 
In the afternoon, by co-incidence Dr. Hyslop came to call on 
Henry. Gill did some automatic writing which seemed to in- 
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terest him. Finally “ Bellyache” wrote,—‘‘ Look behind the 
door in the hall.” Gill ran to look, and behind the door leading 
from the hall to the servant’s stairway were found a number of 
Gillette razor blades from Henry’s metal case in his bath room. 
An appointment was made with Dr. Hyslop to come to supper 
and to sit with us that evening. 


Monday evening. 

Aiter supper we began with some automatic writing, at which 
the control warned us not to sit at the table more than a few 
minutes. The table began with the locomotive tapping, tapped 
out the tempo to “ Onward Christian Soldiers”, and some other 
tunes, lifted itself repeatedly several feet off the floor, moved 
itself without contact, and then stopped absolutely. We tried 
the telekinetic phenomena. The first thing that fell, imme- 
diately behind me, was a framed little picture of Mia, which 
had been standing on the mantel-piece in Henry’s bedroom. In 
all these phenomena it is to be understood that the doors were 
tight shut. Then a key from Henry’s drawer dropped into the 
room. A heavy iron paperweight was thrown on the floor. 
Then more Gillette razor blades were thrown. We went into 
Henry’s bedroom and found that they were missing there. While 
Henry, Dr. Hyslop, and I were in Henry’s bedroom trying to ar- 
range for a test object to be removed, from that room into the 
study, a drinking cup of little Daniel’s was thrown into the study, 
where Gill, Belle and, I think, Mary were sitting in the dark, and 
broken by being thrown into the fireplace. When we came 
back, Gill’s pen knife, from his room up stairs, two pairs of 
scissors, a nail file from Mary’s dresser, a number of marbles, 
Anna’s fountain pen, we recall, in succession, thrown into the 
room. Gill next was standing by the electric light switch near 
the door and was hit on the temple quite severely with a tin 
collapsible drinking cup that had been in his room. He sat ona 
leather bottom chair close to the switch, and when the light went 
out he felt something, he said, hit the chair bottom and when the 
light was put on, a sharp cut was found in the leather chair bot- 
tom, but nothing discovered with which it was done. “ An in- 
visible arrow” said the automatic writing when we consulted it 
to find out what had moved. Gill removed from the switch and 
was sitting on the lounge in the alcove when as soon as the 
lights were turned off, crash, something was thrown through the 
electric fixture over his head and dropped, it proved to be a stone 
belonging to Daniel which he had brought from the seashore. 
“ Bellyache ”, when consulted by writing, said that Daniel had 
left it in the public gardens. Some unused Gillette razor blades 
were thrown into the room. Before we began the séance we 
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noticed that a paper cutter and desk scissors were missing from 
Henry’s desk. These were in succession now thrown with vio- 
lence across the room. The paper cutter was thrown into the 
alcove, and the scissors against the bookcase near the door lead- 
ing to Henry’s closet. ‘Then a stamp box from the desk was 
thrown to the floor. A little piece of candy from Anna’s room 
was dropped into Henry’s lap. Anna, who was not present but 
up in her room, said that she spilled some candy on the floor up 
stairs. Gill then sat behind the desk and a drawer of the desk 
opened and shut as he called our attention to it. Gill next ex- 
claimed that his hair was pulled good and hard. A book of 
Flournoy’s was hurled from the desk into the alcove. Gill then 
sat in one of the big chairs near the desk. When the lights were 
put out nothing happened for a while, and then a very faint pat- 
pat-pat was heard tapping on the leather on the chair and with 
this there went a creaking as if something were trying to be 
opened and moved. Dr. Hyslop told Gill to lift up his hands 
and the tapping and creaking continued. It ceased, however, when 
Dr. Hyslop took hold of Gill’s chair. Then Dr. Hyslop standing 
right behind Gill’s chair told him to put his legs over the arms 
of the chair. He did so and kept holding his hands up so that I 
could see them plainly against the light through the shades. 
The creaking continued and the chair with Gill in it was pre- 
ceptibly moved. We then experimented with having Gill lifted. 
We stood about him and put our finger tips under his feet and 
arms, and while he said he felt something trying to lift him, 
we did not succeed. The automatic writing advised us to try it 
with Gill lying flat. We did. And while Gill said that he felt 
something lifting him, he sat up, we did not succeed in lifting 
him from the floor. We tried the same with Henry, but with 
no better success. After this several smaller objects were thrown 
about the room. . e then tried raising the desk. At first we 
could only feel the faintest motion. By automatic writing it was _ 
directed that Hyslop be removed, and that we stand in certain 
positions, Henry, Gill, Belle and myself, and then the desk was 
preceptibly raised, but the force was apparently growing weaker, 
and so after, I believe,a pipe stem was thrown into the room, we 
desisted. 


This is the first time that I have ever witnessed any psychic 
phenomena whatever, and of course in the natural excitement 
I have not exact recollection of all that happened, but have 
written above only such as I can distinctly remember. The 
order in which they occurred may in some minor respects be 
wrong. But this account is based on notes of the events of the 
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three evenings put down on the following day, November 21st, 
and written out in full between December and this date, February 
%th. Under the circumstances, so intimate and informal, we did 
not for a moment think of doing what we perhaps should have 
done especially to establish the veridical nature of the apports 
from the other rooms in the house, viz., had everybody present 
searched, and have controlled in some way Gill with whom the 
phenomena were closely associated. While of many phe- 
nomena an outside critic might say that they were due to Gill’s 
playing tricks, the nature of others, such as the moving of the 
heavy desk, the tapping on and moving of the chair in which he 
sat, the movement of objects placed outside of his reach, could 
not have been due to him, and, during the movement of many of 
the objects he was close beside me all the time. 
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EDITORIAL. 
LIFE MEMBERSHIPS. 


We again call members’ attention to a very feasible 
method of increasing the endowment fund. The present 
endowment fund is over $35,000. The exact amount cannot 
be determined until the Warren Will case has been re- 
ported in full. But the amount may be $37,000. It is at 
least the former sum. ‘The amount necessary to assure an 
assistant to follow in the work could easily be made $100,000 
by life members. We have something like 650 Fellows, 
Members and Associates. An average of $200, which is a 
Life Membership, would give us over $100,000 for the en- 
dowment. Members are reminded of the fact at this time 
because they may wish to take it into account in paying 
their fees this year. The policy assures them the publica- 
tions just as the annual fees do and at the same time it as- 
sures the continuance of the work after they have passed 
away. We are at a critical point in our work. The intel- 
lectual world is beginning to respect it and it must not fail 
to be in a position to show its independence of ridicule. An 
endowment fund would convert more people to the import- 
ance of the work than all our facts, and it would enable us to 
keep up its scientific character. We know that the publi- 
cations are exceedingly heavy and do not appeal to any 
sensational interest. ‘They are tedious beyond endurance. 
But we cannot abate one iota of our policy in the publications 
if we are to receive scientific approval and that is the most 
important thing to have now and in the near future. We 
shall be ridiculed as long as we have no funds to assure the 
continuance of the work, but the foolish world will respect 
us as soon as we have the means to defy its criticism and to 
outlive its hand-to-mouth way of treating us. Thus in some 
respects endowment is more important than facts. With 
most people it is the measure of success that tells and facts 
count for much less. It should not be so, but it is. 


Editorial. 65 


We therefore remind members that here is an excellent 
opportunity to assure the endowment. ‘Those who can take 
out Founders’, Patrons’ and Fellows’ Life Memberships may 


make up for many who cannot do more than pay their annual 
dues. 


HODGSON MEMORIAL FUND. 


The following document was sent to us by one of the 
contributors tothe Fund. It was also published in the Journal 


of the English Society for Psychical Research in its Novem- 
ber number. 


84 State St., Boston, June 19, 1912. 
To the President and Fellows of Harvard College, 
50 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Gentlemen: 

On behalf of the contributors whose names and addresses and 
individual gifts are listed below, I transmit checks amounting to 
$10,000.00, which total sum they hereby give to the President and 
Fellows of Harvard College in their corporate capacity, and their 
successors in that capacity, to be held for the purposes herein 
stated. 

The contributors desire that this gift shall commemorate 
the life and work of Richard Hodgson, M. A., LL.D. (Mel- 
bourne), A.B., A.M. (Cambridge), who was born in Melbourne, 
Australia, in 1855, and who served as secretary of the American 
Society for Psychical Research and of the American Branch of 
the English Society for Psychical Research successively from 
1887 until his death in Boston in 1905, devoting throughout those 
years a generous character and rare abilities to the investigation 
and study of phenomena which purported to furnish evidence of 
human immortality. They realize that enquiries of the kind 
with which Richard Hodgson’s work in psychical research es- 
pecially identified him may from time to time be most profitably 
pursued in ways not now predictable, and they desire to estab- 
lish a fund for the encouragement of such work that may be 
broadly administered and that shall thus become a fitting and 
permanent tribute to his memory. 

Accordingly the contributors direct that the fund shall be 
known as the Richard Hodgson Memorial Fund and that, subject 
only to the provisions for permitting accumulations hereinafter 
named, the income shall be expended in the sole discretion of the 
President and Fellows in any manner designed to encourage the 
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investigation and study of mental or physical phenomena the 
origin or expression of which appears to be independent of the 
ordinary sensory channels. 

The contributors further direct that one third, but not more, 
of the annual income of the fund and of all additions thereto, 
may from time to time be added to the principal in the discre- 
tion of the President and Fellows. Nothing herein shall be con- 
strued to require the expenditure of income annually. 

It is the hope of the contributors, this statement of which 
shall not limit or restrict the discretion of the President and Fel- 
lows, that a preference will be given in the expenditure of in- 
come to the endowment of investigation and research as dis- 
tinguished from lectureships and that, unless and until the fund 
reaches such proportions that its income is sufficient to justify 
the permanent appointment of an instructor or investigator, the 
income will be accumulated for such reasonable periods as shall 
be necessary to make possible its expenditure in amounts ade- 
quate for important uses. 

The contributors for whom I thus transmit the amount above 
named are the following: 


Mrs. William G. (Annie B.) Webb, care L. C. 


Kimball, 35 Congress Street, Boston....... $5,000.00 
Mrs. Richard FitzHugh (Catherine TenEyk) 
Ledyard, Cazenovia, New York........... 1,100.00 


Interest on gifts of Mrs. Webb and Mrs. 
Ledyard which have been on special de- 


posit for some months.................. 179.50 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sergeant Perry.) ..... 200.00 
10.00 


(312 Marlborough St., Boston.) 
Miss Theodate Pope, Hillstead, Farmington, 

Henry James, Jr., 84 State Street, Boston.... 20.00 
Mrs. David P. (Clara B.) Kimball, 48 Com- 

monwealth Avenue, Boston............... 3,380.50 


$10,000.00 
Iam, 
Respectfully yours, 
HENRY JAMES, JR. 


So far as we know this is the first official recognition 
which any American College or University has given to 
psychic research. The value of it lies chiefly in the fact of 
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this recognition, as the fund is not large enough to do all 
the work that must be done in this field. Besides no one 
can any longer question the respectability of the work. The 
objection which an uninformed public has always raised; 
namely, that the Colleges and Universities have not admitted 
the work into their purview, cannot be presented any 
longer. ‘The acceptance of the fund makes it impossible for 
any other institution in this country to disregard or to dis- 
respect the work. It has won its place in so conservative a 
University as Harvard, conservative in all the problems that 
affect long despised phenomena. It is in every way a most 
welcome situation, and we have to thank the contributors 
for the course which thus commits one of the first Univer- 
sities in this country to the respectability and importance 
of psychic research. 

The English Society announces in the Journal which pub- 
lishes the document that the Council of the Society has do- 
nated $500 to the Hodgson Memorial Fund and I take this 
occasion to say to any of Dr. Hodgson’s friends in this 
country that we should be glad to receive and forward to 
the proper authorities any sums which they may wish to 
contribute to this fund. It will be so much additional help 
to the work and to the recognition which Harvard Univer- 
sity has given to the subject. 
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INCIDENTS. 


The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under 
this head and no indorsement is implied, except that it has been furnished 
by an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given, unless 
withheld by his own request. 


The following incident is from a physician of good stand- 


ing who was connected with one of our best Universities. 
It must speak for itself—Editor. 


Philadelphia, July 31st, 1912. 
Dear Dr. Hyslop: 

The following facts in re the apparition of my aunt were 
written down at the time. The aunt lived in Salem, N. J., six- 
teen miles from father’s farm. Father passed away on March 
24th, 1912, at about 2.30 P. M. He was suffering from an attack 
of pneumonia and had been sick only since Thursday, March 
20th, 1912. He ate a good meal at 1 P. M. and seemed to the 
physician to be progressing satisfactorily. He chatted with those 
present until 2.15 P. M., when he suddenly showed signs of dis- 
tress and in a few minutes was dead. My aunt is in her 85th 
year. They did not tell her of the death until the following 
morning. One of her nieces then said to her, ‘“‘ Uncle Morris is 
very sick.” She replied directly: “ That is very strange. Brother 
Morris stood by the bed here last evening and he seemed so 
well.” An acquaintance then entering, she turned and asked, 
“Is he dead?” no remarks having been made by those present. 

I am quite sorry that the report has been delayed so long, but 
professional work of a very taxing and important character has 
delayed me. 

Very sincerely, 
C. W. GOODWIN, M. D. 


On inquiry for a first hand account and corroboration of 
the incident narrated, Dr. Goodwin explains that it is im- 
possible to get the direct account and assigns reasons which 
must suffice to justify omission of further inquiry. They are 
too personal to mention. 


JAMES H. HYSLOP. 
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Mrs. Julia B. Clarke died on January 7th, 1912. On 
January 20th her daughter, Miss Helen J. Clarke, put on 
record the following narrative of her experience at the time 
of the death of her mother. It is certified by the nurse, so 
far as she can be a witness to any part of the incident. Mrs. 
Clarke and her daughter were witnesses to a remarkable set 
of poltergeist phenomena the detailed report of which we 
hope to publish in the Proceedings. Miss Clarke has reported 
to me a number of psychic experiences which will find due 
place in our records at the proper time. The circumstances 
were such that it was not possible to make a record of the 
present experience before finding the coincidence, and in 
fact it is not free from the liability to suspicion from the 
influence of the situation and chance coincidence. But it is 
not important that it should be regarded as evidential. It 
is one of those experiences which in large enough numbers 
would confirm better instances or indicate the extent to 
which such phenomena may occur consistently and in fact 
expectedly in connection with more evidential ones.—Editor. 


San Jose, Jan. 20th, 1912. 
Dear Dr. Hyslop: 

The morning of December 31st my mother, eighty-five years 
old, in absolutely perfect health, mentally and physically, fell on 
the cement floor of our basement, having in her two hands at the 
time a heavy box of fruit jars. She held them safely, but came 
heavily to the floor. She “picked herself up” from this posi- 
tion and walked up a long flight of stairs to our flat above, re- 
fusing the assistance of our porter who was at the time working 
near by. Half an hour later I came in from outside and found 
her to all appearances perfectly well and active. Upon being 
told of this accident, I insisted upon her undressing and going to 
bed, while I telephoned to our physician to come at once. After 
he had examined her carefully he said: “ Mrs. Clarke, you have 
broken no bones, but you have given yourself a terrible strain, 
every nerve and muscle in your body, now you keep perfectly 
quiet for a few days and let some one wait on you. He gave her 
medicine to take regularly every hour or half-hour. This was 
Saturday. The Doctor came twice a day and on Monday said, 
“You must have a trained nurse.” Tuesday there were two 
trained nurses and I assure you they were fine. Day and night 
we watched her, sometimes with hope, more often with despair. 
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Pneumonia set in, internal injuries and “a tremendous leakage 
of the heart”. You can imagine the anxiety. Any moment she 
might die; any moment she might recover. Everything profes- 
sional skill could do was done. Everything was against us, her 
extreme age and this fearful heart. During the eight days she 
was perfectly conscious all of the time, her mind absolutely clear 
and her wonderful cheerfulness and keen wit never for one mo- 
ment deserted her. She had little or no pain, tho at times rest- 
less and tired, and gradually she grew very weak, but never dull. 
It was not necessary at any time to administer opiates. 

Saturday night about half-past eight Dr. Kapp called. “ Here 
you are again”, she said, her voice clear and cheerful as ever. 
“Yes”, he replied, “I came like a thief in the night.” As he 
continued his examinations, “ You don’t get much ”, she returned 
as quickly as was her habit to banter in such terms. 

At twelve o’clock that night she was unconscious for the first 
time and remained so until ten Sunday morning when she ceased 
to breathe. 

I am writing this to you, painful as it is, because of her 
great desire to convince others of the return of spirit, as she often 
said: “ It is no belief, but knowledge.” So if by repeating to you 
what occurred any light can be brought to exact science I shall 
have carried out her supreme wish. 

I had never seen any one as critically ill as she was. I had 
never seen but one person die in my life. That was a darling 
baby boy who quietly went to sleep. 

I had the entire care of my home and the responsibility of the 
thousand and one things to be done for nurses, Doctor, bells, 
telephone, etc. I had no time for thinking. Every moment was 
to act. That Saturday night I could not sleep. I was in and 
out of the sick room all night. The nurse, a magnificent woman, 
would send me to my room: “ You will need all your strength 
after a while, go and sleep.” But I could not. Mother was very, 
very restless. I had never seen any one die: it was dreadful, pain- 
ful, and I must have shown it, tho I said not a word. As I said, 
I was in and out. Once as I started from my room to go into 
my mother’s room, adjoining, but not opening into it, I saw my 
mother distinctly in a brown dress she had recently worn. It 
is a shade of brown with that shade of yellow which in a strong 
light is intensified. The dress was perfectly plain in outline and 
color, also her white curls, and distinctly the narrow white ruffles 
about the neck. I did not notice her face, but it was as tho she 
were in the glow of a strong light, and the figure moved in a 
straight line diagonally across my room above my head. For 
some reason this made no impression on my mind. I did not 
think of it until later. My room was dark, being separated from 
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the dining-room where an electric light was burning. I came 
out into this room, looked at the clock on the mantel, and it was 
quarter of twelve. Then I went into the sick room which opens 
from the kitchen. ‘The nurse was there anxiously watching every 
breath. Mother was very restless. The nurse kept saying: “Go 
into your room.” Then I kept going and coming. I was in the 
sick room at half-past two. I was very anxious. The nurse put 
her arms around me and said: “ Miss Clarke, don’t feel so badly: 
your mother has not been in that body since twelve o'clock.” 
It was then that, for the first time, my intelligence seemed to 
awaken to what had passed through my room at quarter of 
twelve, and I shall always feel that it was then that the life passed 
out. 


* * * * * K K K K K K 


[Omitted portions of the letter.] 
Sincerely yours, 


HELEN J. CLARKE. 


I obtained the following corroboration from the nurse 
who is mentioned in this account. 


San Jose, Calif., Feb. 7th, 1912. 
Dear Sir: 

Your letter received. In answer to your query I would say 
that the statement Miss Clarke made to you is true. 

At 11.45 P. M. the little mother seemed to have passed out 
and only a mass of matter remained, but thinking it best for Miss 
Clarke, I resolved to say nothing until her breathing had ceased 
entirely. But at 2.30 A. M. the next morning Miss Clarke came 
into the room sobbing and I endeavored to quiet her and told 
her that I thought life had passed away at 11.45 P. M. She then 
made the statement to me that she saw her mother walk from 
one corner of Miss Clarke’s room to the other, sienna in brown 
exactly at 11.45 A. M. [P. M.] 

I remain, 
MISS S. BLAKE. 


The critic will probably observe that life was not extinct 
at the time of the vision and perhaps insist that this would 
be evidence of hallucination due to anxiety on the part of 
Miss Clarke, and not more than a chance coincidence under 
the circumstances. ‘This view has its rights. But the chief 
interest of the phenomenon is its coincidence with other cases 
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in which vitality and consciousness are not contemporaneous 
in their departure from the body. If the claim of some stu- 
dents of this subject be true, namely, that consciousness and 
vital functions are phenomena of different subjects or forms 
of energy, they would not necessarily cease manifestation 


simultaneously. If such a theory should ever be sustained 
this incident would coincide with it. 


